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WORKER TODAY
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Iran: Workers
protest closure

WT News Service:
One hundred workers of. Nakhtab
spinning. factory in the central city
of Isfahan gathered on Monday 6
September in front of the offices
‘of the provincial authorities to
demand action regarding their con-
dition. With the shut down of pro-
duction in the plant the 500 work-
ers of Nakhtab have been-put out
of work, and have not been paid
any wages for the past five
months. .
At the same time as the protest
assembly, the workers' representa-
tives went to Tehran to put their
case to the state authorities there.
Over 60% of Iran's textile indus-
tries are concentrated in Isfahan. A
large section.of these are ‘now on
the verge of bankruptey, and dre
laying off their workers, following
the implementation of the govern-
ment's new economic policy. ®

Labour activist
_killed by
Kurdish nationalists...

From page 16

activists - particularly people who
are known to have Left orientation.
The assassination of Ra'ouf Kamel,
Re'naas, and Francis are only some
instances. The latest act of savage-

1y was committed against Nazir

Omar Ali, also known as Araam, a
mechanics worker, ‘an activist of -
the Unemployed Workers Union
and a well-known figure of the
Worker-communist Party of Iraq.
He was abducted on the morning
of Wednesday 25 August and tak-
en to an unknown location. No-
body has so far taken responsibili-
ty for the abduction, and the ruling
parties in Kurdistan have refused
to accept responsibility". .
While the comrades of Nazir
Omar Ali were busy trying to gain
his freedom and ensure his safety,

and while the Kurdistan rulers
were denying any knowledge- of
the incident, the KDPI's assassins
had already slain our worker col-
league. . '

Nazir Omar Ali was picked up
from his -home by the KDPI's
armed guards and was murdered
the same day. His body was found
three days later by members of his
family.

We strongly condemn this savage
action of the KDPI. We express
our condolences to the family
members of Nazir Omar Ali, to the.
workers of Kurdistan, to the Un~
employed Workers Union and to
the “Worker-communist Party of
Iraq. ®

-

international struggle, and, given
the existence of multinational com-
panies, every labour struggle
‘should take into account the whole
of Europe. We are faced with huge
transnational companies. It is not

much use just to fight in the work-

places and plants in Denmark for
‘better conditions. These companies
can easily move their production to
places with cheaper and less orga-
nised work force. Clearly, every
demand is an international demand.
But when we weigh our chances,
we make the kind of decision that
allows us to make the greatest
impact - that is during periods
when there is no possibility of
socialist  revolution. There is -a
greater possibility for the labour
movement to.exert an influence in
these same countries today than it
-would be in a bigger Europe. Once
European_capitalists succeed in
building a very large state -appara-
tus, integrating all the laws, rules
and the judicial system, etc, it will
become impossible for the labour
movement to make any serious
political impact on the European
countries. If we had a really work-
ing-class government in Denmark’
today (not Social Democratic) it
wouldn't be able to implement our
reforms and rights, because every-
thing is decided by the European
Commission. There would thus be
a clash between them and the deci-
sions of a workers' government.

We are faced with a profound
crisis which has robbed us of the
possibility of promoting the objec-
tives of the workers' movement
here, since the situation requires of
us to make the changes across the.
whole European community. But
the labour movements-in the dif-
ferent countries of Europe have
different capacities. The EC is a
community for the cooperation of
European capitalists in its highest
form. This has greatly diminished
the influence of the workers'
movement in the single countries,
let alone [the possibility] of a so-
cialist revolution. The EC stands
against our struggle to build a
better society. That's why we don't
want it. But then we can talk about
other forms of cooperation, so that
the workers' recognised rights
would be implemented in  the
whole of Europe, thus helping the
weaker labour movements. In our
union we were of the same opinion
that the EC means an attack
against our gains.

But a united European labour
movement would be: better able
to influenice an EC state. Isn't
that true?

The unions in Europe are organis-
ed in a general organisation. We
have the European Trade Union
Confederation. But their method is
not to rely on the struggle and
activity of the workers and their
representatives. They only want to
carry out things through negotia-
tions.

We can say that the EC already
exists. It has its own executive,
legislative and judicial bodies. The
labour movement should certainly
try to influence the entire Commu-
nity politically. We should certain-
ly do that. But politically support-
ing the formation of the EC de-
prives the labour movement of the
possibility ~of making - radical
changes ‘in the single member
countries. It is inconceivable that
you could make changes in the

society through the European ad--

ministrative apparatus. But it is
correct that we should put common
demands to the European govem-
ments, like the 35-hour week
which was raised by the German
metal workers and which .soon
turned into the demand of all the
European workers.

Let-us turn to a very general
question now. What are your
views on socialism and the so-
cialist cause?

Socialism basically means that
workers themselves should run
their lives and society,- without
need for bureaucracy, a state ap-
paratus, etc. as we know today,
and without an army, employers,
capitalists and so on. The socialist
idea which Karl Marx and others
worked to materialise has never
been realised in any society to
date. Efforts were made in various
revolutions to achieve socialism,
but they were unsuccessful. For
example in Spain in the 1930s
collectivist unions took power in
many production and service sec-
tors of the country, but they were

defeated by fascism. And the 1917

Russian revolution, though in my
view a workers' revolution, was
defeated in the very 1920s by be-
ing isolated by imperialism and in
the face of other serious problems
of the revolution. The very idea of
socialism was distorted in the vari-
ous countries, and workers were

never really in power. The Soviet
Union and China, and the other so-
called socialist countries, by distor-
ting one or the other part of the
socialist notion harmed the idea of-
socialism. The disintegration of the
Eastern bloc had this negative
result that the workers of these
countries lost that basic means of
livelihood which they had - though
they were like prisoners who re-
ceived food; they lacked the demo-
cratic freedoms to fight for a better
life. But the Soviet bloc's collapse
also had this positive result that
the .issue of workers' world unity,
from east to west, was pushed to
the centre stage. So today the
scene of struggle has been set not
as that between the USA and the
Soviet Union, but as that between
the workers of the world and the
rulers, from east to west.

The Soviet collapse also for the
first time gave rise to a massive
ideological crisis in the internation-
al labour movement. And clearly
the Social-Democratic labour
movement is also going through a
deep crisis. When the capitalist
market is not in a boom there isn't
any room for Social Democracy's
strategy of reform either. The
dominant trend today is that there
is no other way except refurbishing
capitalism. There is also no trace
of the notion that you can achieve
socialism through a gradual reform
of capitalism. In fact our situation
‘is one in which the basic ideas of
Marxism . and socialism are the
only solution left.

But I should also say that the
collapse of the Eastern bloc has
seriously: hampered the socialist
struggle. But, viewed historically,
this is only a temporary setback.
There will certainly come the situ-
ation when the socialist revolution-
once again becomes the order of
the day. And this is the only solu-
tion. There is no third way bet-
ween capitalism and socialism.
This claim that capitalism is the
last form of human society collaps-
es when capitalism and imperial-
ijsm mean world wars, exploitation
and all the catastrophes and miser-
ies which humanity faces today. It
will be very difficult to maintain
that if a democratic world is to be
created then capitalism must tri-
umph. May be someone sitting in
his/her villa in Denmark, one who'
is satisfied with this life and can't
see beyond the fences of the
house, can make such a claim.
Well then! 2

The following Engliéh translation is based on the Persian
translation of the original communique - Worker Today.

Communique on the formation of the "
Unemployed Workers Union

in Kurdistan (lraq)

The existing unemployment and its' resulting hardships on the
workers made the creation of the unemployed workers’ union, a
real necessity. Thus, unemployed workers’ unions were set up in
the cities of Arbil and Suleymanieh. 15 s ‘

" The increasing contacts ‘among' the unemployed workers, and*
the agreement to-avoid fragfmentation of their-organisations and 16
make use of all the possibilities and energy of the unemployed;
made the unification of the two unions possible. Thus, following
the continuous efforts of the Arbil and Suleymanieh unions for uni-
ty and to form the unemployed workers’ union, and with full
agreement on the form of the unity and the form of its direction,
the Unemployed Workers Union in Kurdistan was formed on 6th
January 1993 at the end of three days of talks. A nine-member

leadership committee was also elected.
Unemployed Wc;men and Menl

The Unemployed Workers Union in Kurdistan strives with all its
power for the realisation of the demands of the unemployed and
for the struggle against unemployment. The Unemployed Workers
Union is the unemployed workers’ genuine stronghold for their de-
fence and for improving their living conditions. We call on all the
unemployed to strengthen this stronghold.

Workers! Unemployment is an effective weapon which lowers
your standard of living and reduces your demands; it is an ongoing
attack against you. To fight it, cooperate with us, along with your
organisations.

Long live the struggle of the unemployed to win a livelihood!

“For the formation of unemployed workers’ unions in all Kurdish

cities and towns!

The Central Committee of the
Unemployed Workers Union in Kurdistan
10/2/1993
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Danish unions,
international
strike-breakers

Argues Bent Moos, militant leader of the
Danish RBF union, in an interview with WT
on the. Danish labour movement, the EC,

and socialism

Bent Moos is the Secretary of the Restaurant and
Brewery Workers Union (RBF) and a long-time
socialist labour activist in Denmark. He talked to
Mahmoud Ghazvini, Worker Today co-worker in
Denmark, about various issues of the Danish labour
movement, the EC, immigration and the struggle for
socialism. Here we publish. excerpts from this inter-
view. The translation is indirectly from the Persian
translation of the interview. In our issue 5, Sep. 90, we
carried an interview with Bent Moos on the campaign
against the Fred Olsen shipping line and the workers’
conditions on the Black Prince passenger ship.

i ————— =S|

Worker Today: Let me first ask
you about your union? Could you
give us a brief introduction.

Bent Moos: We formed our union
three years ago by merging three
unions in the hotel and restaurant
branch. Previously, we were
scattered in three small craft-based
unions (the domestic workers',
cooks', and hotel. & restaurant
workers' unions). We thought if all
of us working in the hotel and
restaurant sector got organised into
a single union we would become
more powerful. Also joining us
was the brewery workers' union.
So our union includes the beer
production and distribution indus-
try, which is very important for the
hotels and restaurants. We only
have 30,000 members. But our
numbers are growing. This is
because many in this sector are
without rights, are unorganised and
are harassed and intimidated.

What is the living condition of a
working-class family like in
Denmark today?

You could say that, historically,
the workers' movement -in Den-
mark has significantly influenced
the workers' living conditions. We
live in a capitalist society, and you
should be 100% certain that it is
still the workers who are being
exploited. On the other hand, the
labour movement has also much
influenced the ‘society politically.
As a result, compared to’ many
other countries, the standard of
living of the Danish worker is
higher. And this is thanks to the
workers' movement and its power
and influence. It was not a hand-
out by the capitalists. This was
Jorced upon them, because, other-
wise, they would be in danger of
losing their grip on power.

~ But what has happened in the
last ten years is that the gap be-
tween the employed and unem-
ployed workers. has greatly wid-
ened. A large number of workers
have been out of work for years,
and can only get casual and tem-
porary jobs. Their conditions are
getting worse and worse and it is
becoming increasingly harder for
them to find work.” At the same
time, many of the workers who
have jobs are indifferent towards
the situation of the unemployed.
This is a big danger which threat-

ens worker solidarity. The danger
becomes even more serious with
regard to immigrants and refugees,
as people try to hold fast to what
they have got and become indiffer-
ent towards others.

Here in Denmark you can have
a house, some can buy a car, etc,
which seems good. But in fact
today workers are working more
and longer hours than they did 50
years ago in order to be able to
have the necessary purchasing
power. Working-class families are
deeply in debt. Many have become
owners of a normal house, but
they have become financially
bankrupt and can't pay back the
loans. Both of the couples work -
fullime - and many also work
overtime. So, for a family the
working day has become longer
compared to, say, 50 years ago.
Piece-wage, i.e pay based on the
amount of work - and not the
hours - and other wage systems,
make workers work faster and put
the working-class families under
physical and psychological pres-
sure and harm them.-Children have
to spend long hours in nurseries...
On paper and in the-labour con-
tracts the working time has been
reduced, but [in reality] it is a very
hard life. For those looking from
the outside, life in Denmark may
seem good. But the workers in
Denmark don't have a good life
either. There is also a big differ-
ence between the life of an em-
ployed and an unemployed worker.

Last year many unions passed
resolutions in their congresses on
demands - like a 35-hour week,
substantial pay rises, etc. Why
havn't the union negotiators tak-
en up these demands at the bar-
gaining table?

There are two problems here. Until
1970 the LO [the Danish federa-
tion of trade unions] could negoti-
ate with the employers on behalf
of all the unions on such basic
demands as reduction of working
time and a general rise in wages.
But this is not the case any more.
The employers' organisation con-
sciously tried to promote the dis-
persion among the unions. They

wanted to sign contracts only with.

the industrial sector, the CO,
which would then form the basis
for the other agreements. A united
workers' movement with common
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demands does not exist. The la-
bour movement stands divided and
weak at the negotiations. The con-
tract talks themselves are difficult
since you don't have a labour
movement which is strong and has
single demands. The other difficul-
ty is that the-unionist movement
has in fact accepted this idea of
the capitalists that there should be
no wage rises. Danish unions are
officially internationalstrike-break-
ers, because the formulated aim of
the top leaders of the union move-
ment is that our wages should stay
below the wages in other countries.
Thus, in the competition between
two firms, the one whose workers
take a lower pay wins, and they
thus press down the wages of their
fellow workers in the other firm.
The Danish trade union movement
is doing the work of an interna-
tional strike-breaker when it says
that if we keep the wages down
"we" will compete better, the Dan-
ish capitals will compete better
with capitals in other countries.
This puts pressure on the workers
in the other countries and they
have to bring down their wages
too.

1 can say that the Danish trade
union movement is not really for
the reduction of working hours
which would create the opportunity
of -work for our unemployed col-
leagues. It does not defend a basic
wage which would allow the peo-
ple at the bottom of society- to
have a relatively normal life. If the
their aim was really to realise such
basic demands this would call for
a fight against the capitalists. But
the unionist movement wants to.
cooperate with the capitalists.

There are different tendencies in
the labour movement. The collec-
tive bargaining system has been so
arranged - as to make solidarity
among workers impossible. The.
unions' policy is to keep the wages
and working conditions as they
are, in the hope that the capitalists
would invest. But despite this,
businesses go bankrupt. So it is
their policy not to take up and
push these demands at the bargain-
ing table. It shouldn't be forgotten
either that many of the members
are not ready to fight. The unionist
movement does not seriously want
to make its members active. That's
why a lot of the members say it is
no use to strike, and the unions are
full of inactive members. Member-
ship in the union has become like
membership in charity organisa-
tions of the church. :

There are unions in Denmark
who are prepared to make their
‘members active, draw them to the

“struggle and mobilize forces for

their demands at the time of con-
tract talks. But a union which
wants to wage such a fight comes
up against this problem that a
strike right does not really exist -
even at the time of contract talks.
Many find this surprising; because
they think that the bourgeois de-
mocracy we have in Denmark co-
mes together with bourgeois demo-
cratic rights.

Even in the UN Convention it is
stated that workers should have the

right to strike, and it is the mem-
bers who should decide whether
they accept a particular contract or
not, and that when they vote no to
a contract they must also have the
‘right to strike. According to a law
in Denmark, the union section
which has rejected the contract
doesn't have the right to strike. A
mediator compares the no votes of
one union with the yes votes of a
few others and denies the.union
the right to strike. ‘

For example, in a union like the
union of unskilled and semi-skilled
workers (SID) if the transport sec-
tion, with 70,000 members, votes

to reject a contract it can't do any-

thing. So the union and its mem-
bers are denied their basic right.
This is a big problem. It is also
very disturbing that we don't have
the right to go on strike during the
life of the contract, when no con-
tract talks are on. We ‘are treated
like criminals and fined. If we
strike against lay-offs and plant
closures, and if the union backs
such strikes, they wiil be fined for
millions of crowns. So, although
not under a dictatorship, we have
to use illegal methods in the strike
to avoid the union itself being
fined. And all of this, of course,
under a bourgeois democracy.

A large number of your mem-
bers are immigrant workers.
What is the work of your union,
and also of the other unions, on
the problem of racism and dis-
crimination?

‘In the 1970s, at the time of a capi-

talist boom, Denmark brought in
immigrants from countries like
Turkey, Pakistan and Yugoslavia.
The. Danish capitalists imported
them for their labour. But later,
capitalism entered a crisis, and
now the capitalists want to send
these workers back to their coun-
tries [of origin]. Many Danes also
want this, because they too are
under pressure. It is at such times
that racism raises its head, because
there is this idea that foreigners
come and take their jobs. Unfortu-
nately this idea exists among the
members of our union too. On the
other hand, many of our members
are immigrants. They are involved
at all levels of the union. They
elect and get elected. Our job is to
create solidarity between the Dan-

-ish and immigrant workers. But on

the whole, Danish unions falter in
the fight against racism and for the
rights of immigrants and refugees.
The Social Democratic Party is

unfortunately engaged inrestricting

a series of the immigrant and refu-
gee rights. We are one of the few

-unions who have protested against

this measure. In our biggest sec-
tion in Copenhagen, which has
3,000 members, around 60% are
immigrant workers. The work of
this section of the union is to or-
ganise the immigrant workers and

help them to win their-rights. It

also fights in other areas, from
workplace rights to the right to
family reunion. Our union also
helps our immigrant members in
legal matters.

The Danish unions are badly
‘inactive and silent. On many ques-
tions they are afraid of the reaction
of their members. They don't take
up an offensive pose so as to wage
a vigorous debate against such
ideas. In my view, it is better to
discuss this question in the unions.
Keeping quiet about it only fa-
vours the growth' of racism. It is
better that the unions enter into a
battle.

" The LO is now preparing for a
big campaign against racism. A

campaign is not a bad thing, but I
don't believe in it, because we are
faced with the problem of discrim-
ination and racism on a daily ba-
sis, which must be tackled through
a continuous and united struggle in
all areas. Specifically, in- the
Copenhagen section of our union
we had a pleasant success: Our
Filipino members began organising
their colleagues in their branch.
They helped each other and held a
large celebration in our union hall.
It was the same network of Filipi-
no workers that organised the dem-
onstration in front of the Sheraton
Hotel, which had fired the Filipino

“women workers. The management

was forced to reinstate them. When
the immigrants themselves get
active this promotes the unity of
all groups of workers. - ’

In the so-called Third World
countries we are-faced with large
worker movements. But at the
same time the workers in most
of these countries are savagely
repressed and are denied their
basic labour rights. What can
your union do in this regard - I
mean in terms of solidarity with

‘the workers in these countries?

In Denmark when they talk of
helping the people in the. Third

‘World and less-developed coun-

tries they normally mean aiding in-
vestments in these countries; to
make the businesses work better.
But the point is that such aid
should go to the workers' and
democratic movements in these
countries, to help them to organise
themselves to win better conditions
for the people.

Our union's independent work in
relation to activists and unions
which are suppressed is very weak
indeed. Here I should mention the
work we do through our interna-
tional organisation. This interna-
tional organisation has members
from all over the world. It is a
really active and valuable organisa-
tion which defends democratic
rights, and, above all, labour rights
such as the right to freely organise
and strike, the right to hold meet-
ings and demonstrations, etc, in
every part of the world without
exception. The organisation I am
referring to is the. International
Union of Food & Allied Workers'
Associations (IUL), and has a
powerful general secretary by the
name of Dan Gallin. '

Why has your union said no to
membership in the European
Community? Does this mean a
yes to Denmark?!

As a slogan we have said yes to a
united Europe, but no to the EC,
i.e. the Maastricht Treaty. It is
clear that the whole European la-
bour movement has brought down
the old barriers. There is a tenden-
cy in the European labour move-
ment that says that it should raise
common demands both against the
national governments in Europe
and the European Community, and
that it should work for cooperation
among the labour movements in
these countries. =0

We have to help the workers in
countries where the labour move-
ment is weaker, like Portugal and
Spain, and raise common demands
across Europe against the multi-
national companies. Regarding the
EC, we should put forward such
common demands as would serve
the workers in all- the European
countries. There is no doubt that
every working-class struggle is an

—
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IN BRIEF

Britain

mTimex workers in Dundee,
Scotland, have won an injunc-
tion to compel the company to
provide £3m as guarantee that it
would honour-any court awards
for the 317 workers. The
company has now shut down the
plant, having sacked the entire
production - workforce for

refusing to accept a pay freeze

and worsening' of conditions.
The workers have fought Timex
for eight months. The company.
used scab labour throughout the
strike. Local strike leaders said
their boycott campaign of Timex
would continue.

WThe British TUC has com-
plained to the ILO about new
labour law which allows em-
ployers to deny pay increases to
employees who refuse to sign
-personal  contracts requiring
them to give up their rights of
union representation.

Nicaragua

Transport workers in Nicaragua
won after a bitter five-day strike
in protest against- the govern-
ment's policies. During the
protest the workers were armed
and barricades were set up. An
accord was signed on 25th
September in which the govern-
ment agreed to freeze petrol
prices and take back the new
vehicle tax.

Japan

NTT, the Japanese telecom
company, intends to cut 10,000
jobs by the end of next year.
The aim is to eventually reduce
NTT workforce from 230,000 to
200,000. -Similar lay-offs may
be followed by other companies.

Support
Worker Today

YOU CAN subscribe to
Worker Today and urge
your union branches to
take up subscriptions.
YOU CAN support us
financially and ask your
unions to make donations
to Worker Today out of
their assistance funds.
YOU CAN help distribute
Worker Today in your
area.

YOU CAN give us
:technical assistance, e.g.
computer hardware and
software to speed up and
improve our work.

YOU CAN send books and
Jjournals to Worker Today
Book Club. -

YOU CAN send us your
articles and reports.

YOU CAN introduce
Worker Today to
colleagues and comrades.
YOU CAN tell us yoar
views and suggestions
about the paper.

Labour activist killed by Kurdish nationalists

@Gunmen of the ruling Kurdistan
Democratic Party of Iraq abduct
and murder leading activist of the
Unemployed Workers Union

WT News Service:

-Armed militia of the Kurdistan

Democratic Party of Iraq (KDPI),
the main Kurdish nationalist force
led by Masoud Barzani, abducted
and later brutally murdered- Nazir
‘Omar Ali, a mechanics worker, an
activist of the Unemployed Work-
ers Union in Kurdistan and a well-
known member of the newly-
formed Worker-communist Party
of Iraq. '

. The KDPI is one of the two
main nationalist forces making up
the Kurdistan Front, which is now
in power in Kurdistan.

As we reported in our July 93
issue, early in summer the nation-

“alist rulers of Kurdistan tried their

hands at intimidating the Unem-
ployed Workers Union by arresting
a number of its activists prior to a

“planned demonstration against

unemployment. They were, howev-
er, forced to back down after de-
termined resistance by the workers.-

-This latest cold-blooded murder of

one of the union's leading activists
shows the methods they have now
chosen in their campaign against
the union: abduction, torture and
killing of worker and communist
activists in Iraq without even dar-
ing to admit responsibility for the

crime. A

Prior to-the discovery of the
body of Nazir Omar -Ali, the
Kurdistan- Commission of the
Worker-communist Party of Iraq.
through a communique'denounced
the abduction of Nazir Omar and
held the Kurdish government re-
sponsible for his safety.

In part of the communique,
which has been received by Work-
er Today, it is stated: "Upto now
dozens of political activists have
been assassinated, worker and co-
mmunist activists have been arrest-
ed and tortured, and all over Kurd-
istan prisons and surveillance orga-
nisations have been set up for the
Peshmargas. In addition, each par-

-ty has its own special prisons and

torture chambers, its own special
locations for the elimination of the
opponents, and its own death
squads who freely pick up and kill
whoever they want. Throughout
Kurdistan dozens of people are
murdered daily, and hardly a day
‘goes by without women being
killed by the nationalist 'guardians
of chastity'.

The communique goes on: "The
Badinan region has lately turned
into a slaughterhouse for political

Continued on page 14

Job cuts continue
in Iranian industries

WT News Service:

.The wave of plant closures and job
cuts in Iran is continuing. The
Islamic regime's solution to the
crisis-ridden capitalism in Iran is
to increase the economic burden
on the working class, lower the
wage levels and lay off large num--
bers of workers. In the last few
issues of Worker Today we have
reported the news of the wave of
job cuts. Below we publish more
reports on the lay-offs some of
which have also appeared in the
Islamic Republic's newspapers.

wThe Beheshti Industrial Town in
the north-eastern town of Ardabil
is on the verge of complete shut
down. This Industrial Town has
been in existence for 15 years and
‘includes various large and small
industries such as food, metal,
wood, plastics and textile manufac-
ture. At the moment, of all these
industrial units only one - the tex-
tiles - is in operation, and this only
at half capacity. The rest havé
practically come to a standstill.

mThe Neka factory, in the Mazan-
daran province in the north, pro-
ducer of plastic dishes, has stopped
operations since August, referring
all of the 60 workers to the head

office for severance pay.

#The Khazar clothing plant in the
northern town of Amol announced
in August that it was closing
down. As a result, 300 workers
lost their jobs. At the time of clo-
sure the workers had still not been
paid. their wages for the past four
months and the year-end -bonus
was also outstanding. Most of the
workers had been working. at this
plant for at least 12 years.

BThere are rumours that the gov-
ernment is soon to privatise the
workshops in the westem city of
Sanandaj which belong to a state’
foundation. As this would mean
the closure of the unprofitable

industries and the sacking of their
workforce, the news has increased -

the workers' fears that more job
cuts are on the way.

®The Bitomex factory in the city
of Kermanshah, in the west, pro-
ducer of insulating materials, an-
nounced closure in September. The
workers of the plant have still not
been paid the year-end bonus. It is
also reported that although the
insurance fee has regularly been
cut from the workers' wage packet,
for nearly a year the management
has failed to pay these to the social
insurance office. =

German coal miners strike

against massive lay-offs
S

!

German steel workers protesting against Stahl-Konzernen

WT News Service:
German miners went on strike on
22nd September to protest against
more job cuts announced by
Germany's biggest coal company.
According to the Financial
Times, miners from the morning
shifts joined their fellow workers
protesting -in the streets of all ma-
jor towns in the Ruhr valley. The
miners'. union, IG" Bergbau, said
60,000 workers from Ruhrkohle's

/80,000 workforce had stopped

working. The miners at the

Monopol pit at Bergkamen, which
the company wants to shut down,
and the workers from the Nieder-
rhein area said they would stay out
until Kohl intervenes to reverse the
decision.

The company has said it will cut
an additional 6,000 jobs next year,
bringing planned job cuts to
18,000 by the end of 1994. It said
it would close the Bergkamen pit
and cut production by two thirds at

_two other pits from January 1994,

Thousands of jobs
to go in France

WT News Service: ;
Large job cuts are planned in the
auto companies, aircraft engine
manufacturers and in the Bull
computer company in France -
writes Le Monde, published in
France.

The PSA auto group plans to cut

. 6,000 jobs. 2,547 jobs may go at

Peugeot next year. SNC Talbot has
forecast 1,476 job cuts. Also
Citroen plans- to lay off 1,200
workers. The job cuts at Peugeot
will be partly through early retire-
ment. The company also wants to
pay its immigrant workforce to
"help" them to go back to their
countries of origin!

- The Bull computer company has
announced 6,500 job cuts interna-

tionally. "This will include 2,850

jobs in France, out of the 3,500
total. There have been protests and
strike actions in Paris and other
French cities against the lay-offs.
The management of the
Thomson .industrial group
announced at a factory meeting on
15 September that 1,669 people are
to lose their jobs by the end of
1994. The meeting was boycotted
by all the unions, including the
CGT. In a joint communique the
unions gave a history of the job
cuts in this industrial group since
1987 when 10,000 jobs were lost.
- The aircraft engine manufacturer
SNECMA said on 16 September
that it plans to cut 775 jobs. 800
jobs have been lost during 93, and
last year the company cut 500
jobs. - |
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