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International call against the Islamic Republic of Iran for immediate release
of workers and political prisoners

Reza Shahabi is a prisoner’s worker who alongside being a board’s director is also treasurer
for Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company labour union in Tehran. After
being unwell for a long period and a lot of pressure from his family and doctors; he was
finally allowed to seek medical help at the hospital. Previous times he was taken back to
prison while he was receiving medical help before recovering, even against the medical
staff’s advice. Due to him not being treated properly and due to all the pressure he has been
under and lack of medical treatment, he has been showing early signs of disability. This only
shows that the prisons security guards are trying to either destroy Reza or make him leave the
workers and labour union and stop supporting the workers needs. There have been numerous
cases where a political prisoner has died due to lack of treatment, but the prisons security
guards have never taken responsibility and only stated that it was a natural death!

We are worried about Reza as we believe that the prison will put much more pressure on him
and will not give him the medical help he needs due to his persistence and support for
Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company labour union in Tehran. We are
also worried as we believe that this sort of pressure will cause him permanent physical
injuries.

It’s our job now as Reza can 't force the security officers on his own to take him to the hospital
and demand medical treatment until he is well again before returning to prison. If he is taken

back to prison, he will be fully paralysed. It is our duty to try all together to prevent this from
happening and neutralize their plot.

We have to continuously campaign and raise awareness to the general public, and also put
pressure on the government and the prison so that Reza would be able to receive the medical
treatment he needs until he is well again. We have to act quickly so that Reza will not be taken
back to prison again. There are several necessary and urgent actions that are required to be
able to raise awareness like radio and TV interviews, inform International media, arrange
conferences and attend other radical group meetings and request help from them and other
the Labour Organisations, Trade Unions etc.

We call all freedom loving people to participate actively in these protest actions to bring the
voice of Iranian workers and people against the Islamic republic of Iran to the world.

The support for competent workers activists is an obligation of workers supporters and all
other radical freedom fighters. Let’s try all together to complete our obligation and save Reza
Shahabi’s life and for the freedom and liberation of him.

Imprisoned Workers and political prisoners must be freed!
Down with capitalist Islamic Republic of Iran!
January 2014

Solidarity Committees with the Iranian Workers’ Movement- abroad
nhkommittehamahangi@gmail.com

2014 4_;‘}_;/‘)" /ra.uS‘;é.uLaJLu {ra.l_}u; J e 47 aJLAJ

S
N



mailto:nhkommittehamahangi@gmail.com
mailto:nhkommittehamahangi@gmail.com

JiiS p2ila s i SKiia = (5 SIS L) il

We condemn killing and oppression for

workers in Cambodia!

Workers in Cambodia living in extreme poverty, intensity of workers exploitation in Cambodia is the same as
Bangladesh. Labour monthly wages are fifty six euro for ten to twelve hours of daily work, whilst inflation was
increased by three hundred percent in last two years, which has been recorded by government official
department. Basic necessity prices has increased by three times of labour’s income but workers wages has
remained the same as it was, whilst in the other side the owner of Garment and textile manufacturers in
Cambodia are the biggest foreign currency earner and selling more than five billion US Dollars annual export
industry, which has increased production by over 20% last year. Garment and textile factories make clothing for
western brands which includes Adidas, Puma and Hennes & Mauritz (H&M), and partly owns them as well.
Following the Cambodian governments decision, which they had refused to increase workers’ existing minimum
wage, workers had been demonstrating peacefully and demanding an increase in the minimum wage up to 160
usD.

Wage of workers in Cambodia and Bangladesh are about one tenth of a euro a day, but the products they are
making produces more than ten euro each. Cambodian and worldwide Owners of Garment and textile
manufactures paying lowest wages to the workers to get more profit for them self. Owners of Garment and
textile are getting five billion dollars profit annually and it has risen above 20% in last two years as well.
However when worker asked to increase their wage up to 160 USD a month, owner of the manufactures used
military police and killed at least six workers, injured dozens and around thirty have been arrested at Canadia
Industrial Park in Phnom Penh the capital city of Cambodia. This brutal attack ordered under authority of Hun
Sen the prime minister of Cambodia. Brutality of Cambodian Government against Garment and textile’s
workers experienced that they are ready for any kind of pressure on workers, even killing workers to protect

owners of manufactures.

Pressure rising, arresting, wondering and killing workers happened while IMF chief (Christine Lagarde) was in
Phnom Penh the Capital city of Cambodia up until processing neoliberalism and the world trade Bank policies
with corporation of Government on working class in Cambodia. Christine Lagarde was very happy with good
conditions appropriated by Prime Minister’s (Hun Sen) while she left Cambodia towards other East Asian
countries. Garment and textile worker went back to work but warned that if they don’t get positive answer for
their demands, they will take the action to strike and demonstrate soon again.

We strongly condemn pressure rising, arresting, injuring and killing workers and sympathize with Garment and
textile’s workers. This appalling use of extreme lethal force by military police must stop and should immediately
release all those detained, and ensure that those responsible for the killings and violence are brought to justice.

Long live workers international solidarity
Down with the capitalists system

January 2014

Solidarity Committees with the Iranian Workers’ Movement- abroad
nhkommittehamahangi@gmail.com
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