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AWNI

Alternative Workers News—Iran

o ®

No. 39

In this Issus:

- Notifying Announcement Explosion ...
- Gozaeshgaran Appeal: We must ...
- WFTU condolences for the dead ...
- The Syndicate of bus drivers ...
- Amnesty international public ...
- Behnam Ebrahimzadeh, a labor ...
— Statement of the council's ...
- An interview with Mahmoud Salehi ...
' - The Price to pay for being ...
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About us:

"The Committee in Solidarity with the
Iranian Labor Movement - Abroad"
consists of solidarity groups outside of
Iran that support Iranian Workers'
struggle for :(1) Democratic rights and
economic justice ;(2) Exposing anti-labor
policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran;
(3) Building bridges between the Iranian
and international workers' movements.
For these purposes, the bulletin
"Alternative Workers News-Iran
(AWNI)>” serves as the medium for
publishing the latest news and reports
about current legitimate struggles by the
labor move-ment and progressive social
activists in Iran. Concurrently, the
editorial board of AWNI aims to circulate
translations of selected highlights of news
about international labor struggles, to
progressive social activists in Iran.

The Editorial Board /

- >
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a fortnightly Newspaper from:
«solidarity committees with iranian workers movment - abroad»

nhkommittehamahangi@gmail.com

Notifying Announcement

Explosion in Zemestan Yurt Coal
Mine in Northwest of Iran with
Miners buried alive
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In the aftermath of the explosion of a coal mine
accident in Zemestan Yurt Coal Mine in
Golestan province (Northweast of Iran), where
the Mine tunnel collapsed on the numbers of
miners trapped inside the Mine, who were
buried alive, the following, must be of grave
concern.

warming

The Islamic Republic, which is busy the
process for its presidential election, to attract
the attention of workers and other segments of
the society, to participate in the election, has
conflicting news of the incident published,
with news agencies in Iran, initially reporting
two deaths and 50 trapped miners. Even the
governor of Golestan province, with no shame
at all, said: “’the cause of the explosion, is the
negligence of the miner’s themselves™”.

Minute by minute, the scale of the catastrophe
increased, and today, the extent of this
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Statement by solidarity committees with
Iranian worker’s movement — abroad

on the occasion of May Day

Be auspicious May Day, International Workers’ solidarity Day

We welcome May Day, and congratulate the international workers’ Day, the
Day of solidarity of the workers and toilers of the world. And we salute those
heroes, who sacrificed their lives for the cause and the interest of the working
class, especially those who, in the current difficult circumstances, are suffering
imprisonment, torture and are deprived of employment.

At the global level, through the years due to the intensification of the capitalist
aggression and tyranny, the suffering of the working class has increased. By
continuing the devastation austerity policies, the workers in most countries
have resisted, but in the vast majority of countries these struggles have been
with defensive characters, and more importantly, they have been limited to
street protests only.

This has led to the recklessness of governments and the ruling classes,
especially in France and England where these struggles against anti —
worker’s laws, and the street workers’ protests are ignored. Today, the correct
and timely use of the protest weapon and the struggle for a global protest is on
the agenda of the left section of the labor movement, which should be
supported by the labor movement’s activists, in order to change the balance of
power in favor of the workers. But often, the weakness of the organized worker
and the dominance of reformism, are the main problems to their progress.

In Iran, due to the economic crisis, every year hundreds of thousands of
workers and other wage earners are unemployed. Despite the false claim of
the authorities, now millions are unemployed and the unemployment numbers
are still rising. The meager wages below the poverty line has extended poverty
and hunger, and delay in paying the same meager wage, has been more
prolonged for months. In parallel with this adversity, the contractor companies
are engaged in looting & are free to steal portion of the working classes
meager wages.

The number of white signed contracts and other forms has increased
dramatically, with Repression of the labor activists continuing unabated.
Privatization is increasing, as well as its rapid expansion to the education and
health care services. Thus, a large number of children and young people have
quit school, and those who have been deprived of health care, is on the rise. In
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addition to these disasters, control of the assets of social security
organizations by the government and its agents of tyranny continues.

Workers and toilers in the face of all of these difficulties & the violation of
workers’ right, and pressure by the repressive ruler imposed upon them, have
not given up their rights and resist. A large number of workers, Teachers,
nurses and also militant students and various branches of retirees have come
out against the destructive policies and programs of government and
employers.

Iranian working class, despite the lack of its independent organization,
although disorganized and scattered, but it has a real presence in the field of
class struggle. In recent years, every year, in addition to the existence of the
protest movements in hundreds of manufacturing and service units, dozens of
vast strikes and protests have taking place, demanding the removal of contract
companies. More important of these mass movements, are the strikes by the
workers of several major economic centers, such as iron ore in Bafgh Mine,
polyacrlamide in Isfahan, Chador Malo Mining, Iran Khodro, Petrochemical
units, Hepco Company and... involved in a continuous and excruciating
struggle in semi- organizing, with their demands to stop the privatization and
they proceeded with initiatives and accepted many risks.

On the other hand, teachers entered in mass and vast protests and challenged
the current stifling atmosphere. In addition to their righteous class demands,
they opposed the privatization of education and demanded their involvement in
the education affairs. Nurses, similarly, in addition to their demands, opposed
the privatization programs of health care.

Iranian working class has a proud & glorious history. The working class in all of
the major political developments, from the constitutional revolution to the
passionate struggles of 1940’s-1950 and the nationalization of the oil industry,
and most importantly, had a prominent role in the 1979 revolution.

Currently, despite the lack of its independent organization and with the
existence of police and severe security conditions in the workplace, stability
and organizing of important protests and the longest strike of the Iron ore in
Bafgh, also opposition to privatization of education and health indicates that
workers are alongside the toilers. They have capacity and ability to work in
solidarity and a brighter horizon, in order to once again achieve its historical
role in the establishment of important changes in the political climate in Iran.

In order to break the current deadlock and face effectively with the harsh living
conditions and the deteriorating social status of the working class, the
conscientious workers, labor activists, and labor leaders, have repeatedly
insisted on the need for solidarity and organizing the working class. They have
repeatedly emphasized that the low level of wages and permanent staying of
wages below the poverty line, delay in the payment of their wages, expansion
of temporary employment and lack of job security, layoffs, and the violation of
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workers’ rights, the giant heartless unemployment, privatization, sex
discrimination in the workplace, class education and healthcare and depriving
workers and the poor of them, and in one word, the reduction of the level and
status of workers’ wellbeing, degrading the workers, is due to the lack of
organizations and the militant workers.

They have spoken out loudly, that in the first place, we have to think and work
together with determination and solidarity, in order to overcome the present
obstacles. And the solution is the remedy of these factors in this field.

Workers, teachers and nurses!

The fact is that the Islamic Regime and capitalists will not back down & give in
easily. Workers’ and toilers’ tool for forcing the ruling class to retreat is their
unity and the establishment of their independent organization. Our task is to be
beside you and we are determined to support you. Currently, the number of
your strike and organizing activists are jailed for struggling to defend your
rights, which have been violated, and we have to try our best for their
immediate and unconditional release and the support of their families.

Organize, unite!

* Long Live the independent labor organizations!
* salute to the militant workers and teachers!

* support the jailed workers and teachers and political prisoners
and strive for their immediate release!

*Long Live May Day, International Workers’ Solidarity Day!

Statement by solidarity committees with Iranian worker’s movement —
abroad on the occasion of May Day

nhkommittehamahangi@gmail.com
http://nahadha.blogspot.com/
23 April, 2017

O s S AS Gha U Shnas slasigs
PR CJIA
Solidarity Committees with the

Iranian Workers” Movement-
abroad
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Notifying Announcement

Explosion in Zemestan Yurt Coal Mine in
Northwest of Iran with Miners buried alive

In the aftermath of the explosion of a coal mine accident in Zemestan Yurt Coal
Mine in Golestan province (Northweast of Iran), where the Mine tunnel
collapsed on the numbers of miners trapped inside the Mine, who were buried
alive, the following, must be of grave concern.

The Islamic Republic, which is busy warming the process for its presidential
election, to attract the attention of workers and other segments of the society,
to participate in the election, has conflicting news of the aforementioned
incident published, with news agencies in Iran, initially reporting two deaths
and 50 trapped miners. Even the governor of Golestan province, with no shame
at all, said: “the cause of the explosion, is the negligence of the miner’s
themselves”.

Minute by minute, the scale of the catastrophe increased, and today, the extent
of this explosion in the Zemestan Yurt Coal Mine, is the largest disaster in the
history of mines of Iran. This is an accident, which so far, 21 people have been
lost their lives, and it is expected that the death toll will rise higher.

What can be said about the Azarshahr Coal Mine, is that, the Coal Mine was
privatized in 2002-2003, and its major stakeholder, with 20%, belonging to The
Iranian Mehr Fund (Basij — Regimes’ Militia), about 10%, the Takido (industrial
and reclamation mining complex co. of Sepahan), and partly owned by Negin
Tabas . Also, reports say, that indusial and Mining co. of Northeast of Shahrood,
with Ali Nasiri as the CEQ, is the beneficiary of the Zemestan Yurt Coal Mine.

The working conditions of this Mine, is extremely inhuman, with the
fundamental problem of the miners, is their unpaid wages, whereas, according
to one of the miners, some of them have not been paid for 17 months. A large
number of the miners, are either not insured, or have been working in the harsh
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conditions of slavery, with such greedy employers being the beneficiaries of
their toil

The Coal Mines in Iran, on one hand, have been at the lowest level of safety in
recent years, and unfortunately, on the other hand, the number of miners lost,
and continue to lose their lives every year, is due to greed for maximum profit of
the capitalist system of the Islamic Republic. This is in a time where the labor
activist, political organizers, and protesting workers, who are struggling to
achieve their human rights, have been severely oppressed, imprisoned, and in
the last scandal, have been sentenced to 100 lashes, expulsion of their jobs, and
other penalties, by the ignorant ruling Islamic Republic of Capitalism system.

We, the labor activists in the solidarity committees with Iranian workers
movement — abroad, whilst expressing our sympathy and solidarity with the
families of the miners, who have lost their love ones in this inhuman tragedy,
strongly condemn the Islamic Republic, for hiding this terrible incident. We
believe that such a crime of this dimension should not be forgotten by a cursory
announcement by the Islamic Regime. We are calling on all the supporters, and
sympathizers of the labor movement, to protest widely and use all of our power
against those who caused this heinous and inhuman crime, and bring the
perpetrators to justice. The cause of this disaster is the greedy capitalist system
of Islamic Republic. The Islamic Regime is directly responsible for all of those
miners who died and the other injured ones. Those responsible must be
disclosed & revealed before the people of the world.

Solidarity committees with Iranian workers movement — abroad

nhkommittehamahangi@gmail.com

http://nahadha.blogspot.com

3 May, 2017

—CH et o S S (maia L Sousan slaosigs

Solidarity Committees with the
Iranian Workers” Movement-
abroad
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Déclaration commune: Vive le premier Mal, la journée de la lutte commune
des travailleurs internationale contre capitalisme

Le Premier Mai c'est la protestation pour la solidarité ouvriere contre un systeme injuste. |l n'
existe aucune alternative pour améliorer la situation des travailleurs carily a et il y
aura toujours, un antagonisme entre le travail et le capital. La bourgeoisie mondiale
et ses représentants politiques qui se sont plantés dans une crise profonde,
structurelle et incurable sans aucune réforme ne peuvent pas le contenir. lls utilisent
l'austérité économique contre la classe ouvriere. Pour ce motif 'année derniere on a
constaté des changements dans de nombreux pays concernant la « Loi travail » qui
par conséquent ont fait augmenter I'exploitation et I'esclavage des travailleurs.

En Iran la situation des travailleurs est gravissime, ils se sont effondrés dans la
misére et la pauvreté absolue. lls sont privés des droits élémentaires. 90 pour cent
des travailleurs Iraniens sont employés avec des contrat temporaires ou des salaires
impayés depuis plusieurs mois. Il n’existe ni assurance-emploi ni sécurité de I'emploi.
La classe ouvriere Iranienne est totalement privé d'assurances chémage et sociale.

Les femmes et surtout les ouvriéres iraniennes subissent non seulement une
oppression religieuse, mais encore une importante oppression sociale. Plus que les
hommes, soit dans le lieu de travail ou dans la société elles vivent dans I'exploitation
et I'esclavage avec des salaires plus bas que les hommes.

Le gouvernement capitaliste de la République islamique ne reconnait pas les
organisations indépendantes et les syndicats ouvriers mais la lutte des travailleurs
continue!

Vive ler Mai la journée de solidarité Internationale des ouvriers !
A bas la République capitaliste islamique d'lran
Vive la liberté - Vive le socialisme

Comité des femmes contre la lapidation (Paris). 2-Association ouvriere de Jemal
Cheragh Veisi. 3- Conseil de coordination contre les assassinats de la République
islamique d'lran(cri de Khavaran). 4- Conseil de solidarité avec le mouvement ouvrier
(Paris). 5- Association de solidarité avec le mouvement ouvrier d'lran (Hanovre).
6- Association de solidarité avec la lutte ouvriére en Iran —(Francfort). 7- Association
de solidarité avec les travailleurs Iraniens- (Goteborg). 8- Association de solidarité
des ouvrieres d'lran et Canada. 9- Comité du soutien des ouvriers Iraniens —
(Toronto). 10- Comité de solidarité avec lemouvement ouvrier d'lran — (Australie). 11-
Comité de solidarité des ouvriers d'lran et Suédois. 12- Mouvement de solidarité
avec le mouvement ouvrier en Iran — (Ouest Allemagne). 13- Solidarité socialiste
avec les travailleurs d'lran- (France).
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