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FILE IN CAPTION BOOK

To: Caturani for FN
From: Whitmore

41596

Herewith seven rolls of 35mm b&w by me and seven negatives which I
picked up from Hatami on the Iranian Majlis elections in Tehran. It includes lots
of snatched pictures of ballot passing, opposition silencing and thuggery, most of
which was shot from the pocket or on the fly, so don’t be shocked by some of the
worse compositions. There is also a section of closeups on Shaaban and his boys
done in their headquarters and in the streets of Tehran. The police and army
weren’t very amenable to this sort of thing and a smack on the head and the bums
rush was usually all that could be got at many polls. For this, I picked up some of
Hatami’s stuff. He has a wonderful in with the police and with Shaaban and
though not able to do much even with these, he did get one series which was
impossible for others and which I think may help make the point. I paid him
twenty bucks for the negatives which is final if they don’t run. He expects space
if they do.

All in all, it adds up to a pretty good document on the crookedest
elections I have ever heard of. | don’t know if it’s the right time to run such a
story, but if you want it, here it is and it’s all solid and thoroughly documented
and witnessed by the whole foreign press corps, though noone [no one] seems to
have got as much pictorial material as we.
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FILE IN CAPTION BOOK 41596

To: Caturani for FN
From: Whitmore
Iranian Elections

The whole election was a tragic burlesque designed to railroad
government candidates into the Majlis by every crooked means known. There
were roving bands of thugs beating up opposition voters, crooked election
officials reading ballots before they could let them be dropped into the boxes, then
eliminating both opposition ballots and voters. There was also the usual, obvious
after hours skullduggery with the ballot boxes to assure a large enough pro-
government vote. The whole thing was run like a bush league stage act in which a
few recalcitrant players hadn’t been to rehearsals.

There were two main bands of hired thugs: Mister outside was Shaaban
the Brainless with his group (several dozen) which went from poll to poll
screening the long lines of voters and beating up those who had non-government
ballots in their hands or pockets. Mister inside was Hassan Arab who presided
over a selected few polls with brief cases full of identity cards and ballots, dolling
them out to requisitioned busloads of unhappy recruits who were then hustled
under guard to the ballot box. The police and election officials cooperated
wholeheartedly with both groups, becoming a little furtive only for the arrival of
the press and picture boys. Even then, they carried on like men with a license to
steal and a direct order to do so.

The only thing which no one could understand was why they went to so
much trouble to hire Shaaban and Hassan, why they bothered to kick out the
opposition votes publicly, when it was clear that they could handle the whole
thing quickly in their leisure, ‘alone with their ballot boxes, eliminating and
stuffing. The public reaction seemed to be indifference but there are a lot of men
with bruised ribs and sore solar plexes who may stiffen the resistance because of
the flagrance of the flout. It’s pretty sure that this will be one of those “99%”
victories for the Zahedi people.

The anecdote about the election which was circulating in Tehran on the
last day was: “An old man walks into the voting booth after long waiting in line
and quickly slips his ballots into the box before the committee can stop him....
He is excused since there is nothing that can be done about him, and he backs off
two paces, kneels and does two salams toward the ballot box. In reply to the
quizzical looks and questions of the committee, he says: “I am doing homage to
the miraculous box™ ...what miraculous box he is asked... “this box which
accomplishes miracles widely known today... I put in Mohammed...and it comes
out Fazlollah”.....

The name Mohamed is, of course that of Mosaddeq, and Fazlollah that
of Zahedi.
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Moin, Bager, Khomeini:Life of the Ayatollah, PP103-106

___At about four in the afternoon, Khomeini set out for Feiziyeh as
planned. Meanwhile Mobasser, nervous about what might happen, was attempting
to remain calm, swallowing tranquillisers as he watched thousands of people
create a corridor for their leader. As Mobasser later recalled, he had mused on the
fact that during his twenty years of active service he had never seen the Shah
accorded anything like such a welcome. The crowds had gathered around
Khomeini’s residence as well as in the streets and courtyards of the shrine and the
theological schools surrounding it. As it was impossible for Khomeini to move on
foot, a pale green Volkswagen ‘Beetle’ convertible was brought to bear him
through the crowd. Many people were sure that the army commandos would
mount an attack, and some even wrote their wills, leaving them with their families
before joining the crowds.

As the car moved slowly forward, the chanting of the immense crowd
singing Khomeini’s praises, eulogising the martyrdom of Hossein and mourning
the victims of the Nowruz attack filled the air. The crush was so great the driver
switched the engine off, allowing the little vehicle to be pushed along by the
crowd as far as the door of the college. Khomeini dismounted and walked into the
courtyard and towards the pulpit to cries of ‘Blessings upon the Prophet and his
household.” He ascended the tall pulpit, from where he was visible to all, and
dramatically unfolded one round of his turban pulling it up under his chin.

The organisers had supplied Feiziyeh and the neighbouring areas with a



Bl Y.

=

public address system, and had hidden batteries under the pulpit so that the system
would continue to operate if there was a power cut. Before a Thicket of
microphones and thousands of the faithful burning to absorb his every word,
Khomeini began his sermon. Thirteen hundred years ago Hossein had gone to the
battle of Karbala to protect the faith, shouting: ‘If the religion of Mohammad
cannot be restored except with my blood, may the swords take me... .’
Psychologically, the crowd was ready to visualise itself playing a similar role at
that historic moment in the middle of Ashura. The very mention of the name
‘Hossein’ by Khomeini was enough to make people weep.

Khomeini then launched a bitter attack on the Shah, on Israel and on the
United States, and replied to all the accusations leveled against him and the
clergy. Admonishing the Shah not to listen to the enemies of Islam, he offered this
advise...

...While Khomeini was delivering his sermon, a chain of informers
wrote down and passed on every sentence, for the local police did not have even a
single tape recorder to put at General Mobasser’s disposal. As Mobasser read
Khomeini’s words, his blood pressure rose bit by bit and he resorted to yet more
tranquillisers. It was the most insulting speech ever made publicly against the
Shah, and a further step towards Khomeini’s rise to leadership. Some of
Mobasser’s colleagues wanted the turbulent ayatollah to be dragged down from
the pulpit, there and then, so that he would be humiliated. But Prime Minister
Alam was against such approach, and the chief of police, General Nassiri, did not
dare contact the Shah to ask permission lest his request was refused.

On this of all days, it was impossible to order the army to fire on the
crowd that had assembled in Tehran, for the Shah would have been immediately
compared with the tyrannical Yazid and passions further inflamed. So a pro-Shah
group, led by two south Tehran gang-leaders, Nasser Jigaraki and Sha’ban Ja’fari
‘Bimokh’ (Sha’ban the brainless), was sent to confront them. With shaven heads,
they arrived in procession and were allowed to join the crowd in the school. Gang
leaders, men for whom physical strength and loyalty meant a great deal, had been
used before in the street politics. Sha’ban the Brainless and other lesser known
thugs had done the dirty job of roughing up people on behalf of the regime during
the 1953 coup. However, Khomeini and his activists were to prove just as efficient
manipulators of these leaders of these mafia-like gangs. One of them, Mehdi
Araqi, a well-known figure in the Tehran Bazaar, was by the time a firm supporter
of Khomeini. An expert on south Tehran’s gangland, he was aware that Tayyeb
Hajji Reza’i, a long-time supporter of the Shah, was about to defect.

Tayyeb’s tale is an interesting reflection of the royal regime’s heavy-
handed inability to master the art of public relations, a weakness which was to
bedevil the Shah in 1963 and eventually contribute to his undoing. After the 1953
coup, during which Tayyeb had been a key manipulator of the crowds who ousted
Mosaddeq, he was rewarded for his services to the Shah with a monopoly over the
banana hot-house in the grocers’ bazaar. But in 1959, when Empress Farah had
her first baby, the Crown Prince Reza, at a hospital in south Tehran, Tayyeb had
been deeply insulted by colonel Nassiri, who at the time was commander of the
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Imperial Guard. For people like Tayyeb it was a source of great pride that the
Shah’s first son was to be born in their midst, so when Nassiri put extra policemen
on duty in the area surrounding the hospital they considered this an insult. Tayyeb
protested. ‘Move your policemen out’ he said to Nassiri. ‘Each one of my “lads”
is a feda’i for the Shah.” Nassiri ignored him, and two days later when the Shah
visited his newborn and the local gang leaders paid their respects to their monarch,
Tayyeb protested in Nassiri’s presence that the security arrangements were an
insult to the boys (bachehha) of south Tehran. Nassiri, thus publicly humiliated,
instructed the local police chief, Major Goltappeh, to teach Tayyeb a lesson.
Goltappeh started by delaying the delivery of bananas to Tayyeb. Tayyeb
lost business, his financial situation deteriorated and he borrowed money but was
unable to pay the interest on time. As a true macho he showered insults on his
creditors, who complained to other local gang leaders. In a gangland skirmish
Tayyeb was knifed. To add insult to injury he was promptly arrested when he left
hospital two weeks later. Unable to contain himself he later confided to a friend: ‘I
am going to bring down the camel | have put on top of the hill.” By the summer of
1963 Tayyeb, supported by Araqi. was ready to throw in his lot with Khomeini.
Having secured the lovalty of two leading gang leaders, the pro-
Khomeini leaders felt confident enough to let supporters of Sha’ban the Brainless
and Nasser Jigaraki into the crowd, and a major confrontation was averted. The
pro-Khomeini march started at about eight in the morning. Slogans compared the
Feiziyeh Killings with Hossein's martyrdom at Karbala. Praising Khomeini and
attacking his ‘bloodthirsty enemy’ the crowd moved towards Baharestan Square
near the Majles, then north-westward past the British Embassy towards Ferdowsi
Square, where Araqi himself made a speech against the White Revolution. An
estimated 100,000 took part in this march. By lunchtime they had passed Tehran
University and once more headed south. Water and a variety of sherbets were
served on the way, as the crowd’s roar shook the air. When they reached the
Shah’s Marble Palace they began to shout: ‘Death to the dictator, death to the
dictator! God save you Khomeini! Death to your bloodthirsty enemy!” Then they
moved away towards the bazaar area, where they dispersed and announced that
they would meet again on the following day in the Shah mosque in the bazaar.
The next day. 4 June, the demonstrations and slogans were repeated. Students now
joined in, and support for Dr. Mosaddeq surfaced as his name was added to, and,
in some cases, put before that of Khomeini. Later on that afternoon 5 to 600
people headed for the Golestan Palace, and at about six in the afternoon an order
was issued for a crackdown. According to the police account itself, 122 people
were arrested in Sepah Square in one swoop. All kinds of people were seized,
ranging from fifteen-year-old students to a forty-four-year-old estate agent. By
evening hundreds of people had been rounded up in Tehran and other cities.
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