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ran Jglamic Councils
admit failure

The Islamic Councils have
not only failed to gain
workers’ support, but, as
state organs, have been
under workers' attacks and
protests. Under pressure
also from the management
gide, the Islamic Councils are
isolated in the factory. This
48 in fact &the common
gitustion of Islmmic Councils,
as explained- by a
representative :of the ‘Islamic
Council wof Zamzam Boft
drinks factory, in an
interview ‘with ‘the Kar-o-
Kargar, the official organ of
Islamic councils: .

Q: When was ‘the council
formed and what have been
its activities so far?

A: The Islamic Council was
formed in 1985 and is at the
end of the second stage of
its activity ... You know that
there is no law today to
define clearly the position of
the Councils or to defend
them properly. At the moment
we are working in an
inconsistent way, . but ‘this
way of working is wrong. We
are presently 5 members in
the Council: one member is
appointed by the
management, and the rest are
elected by the workers. We
represent 500 workers.
Q: How . is the relation
between the Council and the
workers?
A: It is not satisfactory at
the present, since the
Counncil has not been able to
act as an efficient organ;
many of our demands have
not been accepted or even
considered by the
management.

it is only mnatural that

workers expect their
representatives to defend the
factory’s [!] and workers’
interests with all their might.
But we have no power in the
factory and work in ‘isolation.
This has 1ed to
disillusionment =mong. (the

members. But the Council,

could be the able arm of the
‘management.and the workers.

‘Q: How is ‘your relation with
the manmagement? i

A: The relation between the
LCouncil and workers is not
wery good and the relation
with the management is not
any better .and is
unsatisfactory.

Q: What are your plans for
‘strengthening the Council?

A: At the moment we are at
the end of the second phase
of our activities and have
‘recently asked the Labour
Ministry to prepare the
conditions for - the third
stage of the e€lections. The
Council can be successful
only by listening to the
workers, alongside the
management, @and doing
something for their problems.
However, by the time we had
solved some problems we
were exhausted and had to

give up; we could not
tolerate the situation. Of
course, at first it ‘was

alright. But we noticed that
nobody cooperates and soon
even some Council members
also withdrew, leaving us all
alone. This led to dismay. 1
hope the future will be good
for the Council and that the
brothers can come to terms
with the management.

1vfa _5\3)5- X o)u 4J,‘ JLw oY e W)
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Razak pharmaceutical
factory has 300 workers. In
an interview with the
reporter from Kar-o-
Kargarithe organ of official
Islamic councils, some of the
workers expressed their
views about wages:

-  have worked for & years
and earn 46,000 rials {$33)°a
month, I am married and
thave 8 children. My wage is
wvery low.

- 1 hope the authorities sez
to it that we get higher
wages. 1 have five «<hildren
who go to school but 1 can’t
afford a pair of shoes for
them.

- I have worked for 7 years
in this factory. I am paid
50,000 rials ($35) and when
you take inflation & the
rent, etc. into :account, there
jen’t much left.

- A woman worker in charge
of a section: 1 have worked
for 21 years. I take home
50,000 rials ($36) a month. I
want to retire but who can
cope with only 30 000 rials
($21) a month?

I workers at Razak talk about the
ran condition of the working class in Iran

We cannotlive‘
on these wages .

- My name is Asadollah
Shok’ri, 1 have worked here
for 6 wyears and receive
about 40,000 rials ($29) a
month. 1 live in Zoorabad-
Karaj (& working class area
of the town of Karaj, which
lies to ‘the north of Tehran)
and pay 23,000 rials {($16) in
rent. Together with my
family (I have 5 children),
we are left with only 30,000
rials ($21).

-1 have worked here for 14
years and earn 56,000 rials
($40) a month.

-My name is Abedi. I have
worked here for 5 years and
receive 50,000 rials ($35),
over half of which goes for
the rent. We expect. the
government - to provide us
with a decent living after all
the work we do.

T&GWU pledges to bar
Islamic Councils from ILO

According  to a report
published in ‘issue no.l of
October, the paper of the
Communist Party of Iran -
the Committee Abroad, a
meeting of the Transport and
General Workers VUnion in
Britain, held in late February
and attended by T&GWU
General Secretary and the
secretaries of a number of
other unions, unanimously
decided to try to prevent the
Islamic. Councils (the sham

"abour® organs of the
Iranian regime in the
workplaces in Iran) from

gaining entry into the ILO.

Morad Azimy, &a CPI
activist who had been invited
to this meeting spoke about
the situation of the working
class in Iran, the silence by
the European governments
and mass media in this
regard, and about the
significance of solidarity by
British workers ' with the
workers in Iran.

- My name is’ Masoomeh
Tajyani and have 14 years'
work experience. My wages
are 53,000 rials ($38). .. We
expect more attention to be
pald to mothers who work in
the factory and are also
responsible for the home. My
wish is that the working
hours of these workers be
reduced.

- Another woman worker: we
who have 22 years of work
experience are paid 50,000
rials ($35), while the wages
in other firms are higher.

- My name is Hossein
Khademi and I am 37 years
old. 1 have been working
here for 10 years. The job
classification scheme has not
altered my position.
Previously I was a simple
worker, and today I am still
that. Recently I  was
classified as a first-grade
worker.

- My name is Ali~-Reza Ayadi.
1 am in charge of the.food
section. I am 36 years old
and have worked here for 16
years. We are paid only
50,000 rials ($35) despite the
heavy work we do, and that
is not enough to live on.

- My name is Ali Pirali. I am
28 years old with 8 years of
work experience. Our
problem here is the low
wages. And most of the
workera are tenants. The
gervices of the health
insurance are no good at all;
the workers don’t have much
use for it.

Kar-o-Kargar, 17/2/1990

Interview with Wolfgang Kolditz

German workers want
35 hour week now

Wolfgang Kolditz,

labour movement activist in

West Germany, talked to Worker Today about
L.G.Metall’s agreement over a 35-hour week

and the effects of

German unification on the

life of workers in the two Germanys. Excerpts:

Worker Today: The
negotiations between
I.G.Metall and the

engineering employers over
the reduction of working
hours ended a few weeks
ago. However, the result is
not so impressive, since
according to the contract,
the 35-hour week will only
be implemented after five
years. What is your view on
this?

Wolfgang Kolditz: The
contract applies to us, the
workers covered by the
contract. So we had every
right - to  carefully and
critically . follow - these
negotiations,. We, almost
without  exception, believe
that so far as the working
hours are concerned this
long-term contract is

precisely the opposite of
what the workers had
demanded for the successful
resolution of the
unemployment problem.

We are all of the opinion
that the imme:liate shortening
of working hours and the
introduction of a 35-hour
week could and can be one of

the successful ways of
creating employment in
opposition to employers’

interests; a way of reducing
or abolishing the
unemployment running into
millions and getting rid of
the dole queues. For this
reason the union rank & file
and I myself have always, in
shop-stewards meetings,
called for the conclusion of
short-term contracts and for
the immediate introduction of
a 35-hour week.

WT: Franz Steinkuhler, the
first secretary of 1.G.Metall
said after the signing of the
contract: "Our dream has
come true”. What do you
think? Is this really the
case? Who has really won?

W.K: This is not the first time

that union leaders and
officials are ignoring
workers’ demands and

refusing to try to realise
their claims. With the signing
of this contract the
employers and capitalists
have once again found the
opportunity to start taking
measures, unhindered and
untroubled, to "rationalize"
production. and the number
of workers; steps which
would neutralize and destroy
the meaning and content of
the reduction in working
hours, in the interest of the
capitalists.

WT: How have the recent
developments in [East
Germany influenced the
situation of workers in West
Germany?

W.K: The capitalists have
profited a great deal from
the recent East German
developments and the
relations now existing
between politics and capital
there. This is because these
events and relations have
increased the divisions
among workers. The spectre
of job losses and reduction

in income, on the one hand,

and tax rises, destruction of

social security in. West
Germany and the surge by
cheap wage-earners from
East to the West, on the
other, have so far hindered
united action by all German
workers, in both East and
West. This strategy, now
being carried out with the
consensus of the politicians
in charge, must be counter-
acted by a united response
of the unions and workers’
organisations. But where are
E.G.Metall and D.G.B. (the

national confederation of
German unions - WT] at a
time when banks and

Everyone can see how
far the unions have
moved away from the
original combative
organisations in the
service of workers, and
workers alone.

companies have shamelessly
launched an offensive against
workers in East Germany?!
So far hundreds of
thousands of workers have
asked the D.G.B. to stand by
their side under these hard
conditions in resisting the
incursions of capital - but to
no avail, With regard to
E.G.Metall, for instance, it
should be said that it has
gunk into the ground; there
is no sign of it, either in

East or West Germany. This
has prevented united and
joint action by the workers.-

D.G.B’s member unions are
passively watching workers
in East Germany plunge into

social misery and
desperation.
Major factories and

production complexes in East
Germany such as the East
Steel Production Town are
being privatized and turned
into joint stock companies
without workers’ independent
and free union
representation. Thus all the
gains of the working people
in East Germany, such as the
right to work and public
ownership are quite
deliberately being wiped out,
to be replaced with the
West’'s "market economy" with
all its anti~human anomalies.

In these historical
conditions the trade unions
here are revealing their face
such that everyone can sece
how far they have
movedaway from the original
combative organisations in
the service of workers, and
workers alone, that they
should have been.

We should make a stand. I
call on all colleagues to put
up such resistance.

We workers can only
ourselves create
representatives for our
interests. Steinkuhler and

other leaders are not the
union. We are the union.
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Mexico Boycott Modelo
and Corona beer!

5,200 workers of the
Cerveceria Modelo brewery in
Mexico, on strike since 15
February, have been fired
after their strike was
declared illegal.

The workers have called
for international backing and
for the boyzott of Modelo and
Corona beer. Modelo brewery
is the world’s largest
exporter of beer to the US.

According to The Workers’
Advocate, the vicious attack

against the strikers was
supported by Fidel
Velasquez, chief of the

puppet CTM union.

The Labor Notes reports
that the struggle dates to
the summer of 1988 when the
workers gained control of
their union after decades of
corrupt leadership controlled
by the CTM. Workers have
fought to raise the current
basic pay of $9.6 per day,
increase the benefits and,
most importantly, improve the

appalling working conditions.
union leader, German Reglin
said: "The company  has
modernized production, but
they have never modernized
conditions for the workers.
"Our government is inviting
companies from all over the
world to Mexico because of
the cheap cost of labor.”

WORKER TODAY

Release Palestinian
workers and unionists!

WTNS:

More than 1500 Palestinian
workers and union activists
are now being held in Israeli
prison camps without charges
or trial. The Labor Committee
on the Middle East,
publishers of the Middle East
Labor Bulletin in the US

Peruvian miners strike
to free union leader

Victor Taipe in prison since November

The Peruvian miners went on
a. 3-day strike from 19th
March demanding the release
of the mineworkers union
leader Victor Taipe who has
been detained s8ince
November 1989,

According to International
Labour Reports, Victor Taipe
has been imprisoned without
trial and is under torture. In

1989 Victor organised three
national strikes, the largest
of which was the 10-week
strike by 70,000 miners on 14
August. This strike was
savagely crushed by the
Peruvian armed forces.

In a letter to the miners,
the British TUC - has
supported the strike for the
release of Victor Taipe.

have launched a campaign
for the release of these
workers and specifically the
union activist, Hani Beydoun.

According to a statement

by the Labor Commnittee,
following the arrest and
imprisonment of Hani

Beydoun, hundreds of
vrotest letters and telegicins
were sent by unionists
across the US and Canada to
the Israeli Embassy in
Washington. Hani Beydoun is
personally - known to many
labour activists in North
America. During an 18-city
tour there last summer he
even took part in the
Eastern strikers picket lines.

The Labor Committee on
the Middle East hosted a
conference from 18 to 20 May
in Philadelphia with the
theme of "Building Solidarity
with Palestinian Workers in
the ’90s".

Interview
with

Saab Scania
strikers

As we reported in the last
issue of Worker Today, 980
Saab-Scania workers in
Sweden are to be tried for
going on -"wildcat" strikes.
The Labour Court hearing is
set for the end of May.
Birgitta Isaksson and Erik
Dahlrot, two activists of the
Saab-Scania strike, talked to
Worker Today. Excerpts:

Worker Today: Why have
they called your strike
"unofficial"?

B.I: A strike will not be
official as long as a central
contract is in force. An
official strike also requires
permission of the central
leadership of the trade
union,*Our strike took place
while a main contract was
still in force and without the
permission of the main union,

E.D: Compared to the labour
law in other European
countries, the Swedish labour
law is very restrictive. Many
strikes are thus classed as
"wildcat" and unofficial.

WT: What were the demands
of your strike?

B.I: A 5.5 crown [less than
$1] increase per hour. Saab
workers have had smaller
pay rises compared to othe
industrial workers. e

We had a list of 16
demands. These included-
easier granting of leaves
when relatives die, free
protective shoes, etc. We had
called for these demands
many times, but nothing came
out of them. In the end they
left us with no option but to
strike.

E.D: Instead of replying to
our demands, they took us to
the Labour Court. From then
on the withdrawal of the fine
threat was added to our

e

demands. We called on Saab
Scania to withdraw its court
action.

WT: The Court seems to Have
had problem with the mass
trial of 980 workers; for
instance finding a hall large
enough?!

B.I: The hearing was
supposed to be on 25 April,
But: because they could not
find a place large enough,
they postponed it until 30th
and 31st of May.

E.D: When we put out a list
for those who wanted to go
to the court, 500 workers
registered. When they saw
that so many workers had
volunteered they postponed
the court date.

WT: In one of your
statements you say "our
defeat would be a defeat for
all wage earners", ...

E.D: Saab Scania is one of
the biggest industrial firms
in Sweden. When we fight for
higher wages, they take us
to court to try and push us
back. This is also a way of
forcing other workers into
submission,

One other thing which
concerns all Swedish workers
is that the managers,
bankers, political parties and
even  the Social Democrats
want to raise the strike fine
from the current 200 crowns
to several thousand and even
as much as 12 thousand. But
we won't let them succeed in
this. Our presence in the
court is also a protest
against this.

B.I: Only recently they tried
to ban strikes in Sweden

which led to  widespread
protests. The government
had to back down. The

question of strike fines is
connected with this issue.

The majority of workers
believe that the right to
strike is the last thing left
for us. I am sure they will
try again to take away this
right.

WT: How did the wunion
confederation, LO, and the
other unions react to your
strike?

B.I: None of them wanted us
to strike. But the LO and the
Metall union had to send a
[central] negotiator. So far

as we know they are of the.

opinion that _the Saab
workers should wait for the
management’s pay offer. So
‘they were not in favour of
our strike, since this would
have the effect of making
other workers follow suit. We
know that they tried to put
pressure on our local union
to give up its action, but we
have no evidence.

WT: Your strike was outside
the union. How was it
organised and led?

E.D: Already the workers
have achieved many things.
Through this strike they felt
the significance of solidarity,
of trusting one another and
seeking help from each other
instead of from the
employers. One very
important thing is that many
young workers for the first
time took part in a strike, in
demonstrations
meetings. For them it was the
first time that they were
collecting money towards the
strike . fines, going to
meetings of political parties,
etc. These are things that no
one can take back from us.
Even if we don't get the 5.5
crown rise, the experiences
that the workers have gained
will be very important for
the '90s, i.e. a decade which
I think will see a deepened
economic crisis and higher

WT: A more general question.
How do you think the
Swedish workers should
respond to the developments
now taking place?

Their objective is to frighten
all workers into submission

E.D: There is much
resentment towards the
present leadership., But as
things stand, no one else is

there at the moment to take

their place. Some workers
have said that we should
‘change the present
leadership. But had we done
this it is not certain that we
could have had the same
broadness that we achieved
in our strike.

The strike began
spontaneously. Workers
gathered in the canteen,

discussed and took a vote.
The {national] union
negotiator was committed to
signing only a 5.5 crown rise
and nothing less. This is a
very rare phenomenon., They
usually negotiate over
workers’ head, but this time
they were committed to doing
something under the
pressure of workers from
below.

WT: How do you think your
recent struggles will end?

B.I: About unemployment, we
should do what other
workers are now doing all
over the world, i.e. fighting
to reduce the working hours.
This is a very important
demand. In Sweden the six-
hour day has been raised; in
other countries, a 35~hour
week. This demand can be
raised internationally. It is a
demand which unites
workers. -

E.D: In Sweden they worry
that large Swedish firms are
taking their factories abroad,
thus making Swedes
unemployed. But when Saab
workers in say Brazil or
Argentina lose their jobs,
this is equally dreadful.
There is also talk of
throwing the foreigners out
of the country, or making
women work only half-time or
not at all. Against all these
we should struggle for
shortening the hours without
cuts in wages. This is a
demand that  can unite us
against all these attacks.

and union’

Iran

In Brief

WTNS:

May Day is not recognised as
a national holiday in lran.
But every year the Islamic
Republic regime, in its
attempts to prevent the
workers from holding their
own ceremonies, arranges
mock official programmes.
These events have always
been boycotted by the
workers. Such was also the
case this year.

This year the details of
the government’s programme
were announced one week in
advance which included
visits by the Islamic Council
and Society chiefs to officials
of the regime and assembly
over the tomb of Khomeini. It
was also announced that on
the day, during the period of
he ceremonies all factories
would be closed.

Following these
statements, the word spread
in the factories about
boycotting the official
programmes. In response, on
31st April ° the Labour
Ministry issued a statement
calling on workers to attend
the ceremonies, and on the
day, factory managements
began confiscating workers’
time-cards to make sure that
they would not desert the
assembly at the site of
Khomeinie’s tomb. However,
despite all these measures,
workers once again boycotted
the official ceremonies

In January, workers of
Sholeh match-making: factory
went on strike in support of
demand for a pay rise and
lunch allowance. According to
a report by the Communist
Party of Iran, the workers
won a total increase of 10,000
Rials a month in increased
wages and allowance, as well
as an allowance on commuting
expenses.

In late February workers of
Molan Moket carpet making
factory in the town of
Ghazvin launched a series of
strikes and protests for
wage increases, payment of
benefits, and the dismissal of
the head of the Islamic
Society - the regime’s spying
organ in the workplaces.
Workers also called for the
release of representatives
and colleagues arrested in
the course of the strike.

According to a report by
the Communist Party of Iran,
the strike on 17 February
was sparked off in protest
against the management's
decision to cut the agreed
rice allotment. g

During the strike, which
included a sit-in by -the
night shift, government
forces occupied the factory;
the management stopped the
plant’s transport  services,
and shut the factory gates to
prevent the day workers
from joining the night-shift
workers engaged in the sit-
in.

At the end of this two-
-week protest action, workers
not only succeeded in
gaining the release of their
arrested comrades, but also
forced the expulsion of the
Islamic Society chief and the
dissolution of this organ, and
achieved the rest of their
earlier demands.
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Turkey: Over one million workers defy military ban

Show of strength
on 1st of May

WTNS reports:
In a massive defiance of the
ban on May Day, over one
million workers staged
demonstrations and rallies on
the first of May throughout
Turkey. The demonstrators
were savagely attacked by
government forces resulting
in a number of injuries and
many arrests.

The newspaper Towards
2000, which is published in

Iranian Kurdistan:

Turkey, reports that over
one - million workers
commemorated this day in 12
major cities. Miners and
municipal workers were
among the most active,
Workers taking part in the
events stayed away from
work from 1 to 4 hours.
According to International
Herald Tribune, two people
were wounded by police
bullets. The Anatolia News

Agency reports that a woman
wounded in the attacks is
critically ill, The Jumhurriat,
published in Turkey,
reported the number of
arrested as 3,300,

May Day is banned in
Turkey since 1980. In last

year's events the. police
brutally fired on workers
killing one. person and

wounding 36 others.

1st of May gatherings despite
Military clampdown

17 political prisoners brutally executed
One of the speakers at last year’s rally among those executed

Once again on the first of
May this year workers of
Sanandaj, capital city of
Kurdistan (western Iran),
held May Day rallies in
various parts of the city in
defiance of the repressive
forces of the Islamic regime.
It was the fourth year in a

row that workers were
holding their own
independent ceremonies

under the very nose of the
regime’s henchmen.

In order to prevent a
repeat of the past years'’
events, this year the Islamic
regime brought the city
under a virtual martial law,
An unprecedented repression
and terror was established in
the city as the regime’s
armed forces patrolled the
streets arresting a large
number of people. In a

World
Cup
carnage

Construction work on World
Cup football stadiums in Italy
has intesified to meet the
deadline. At least 20 workers
have been killed in various
accidents on the sites. They
pocket the profit, we pay the
cost.

further act of savagery, 17
political prisoners, among
them Jamal Cheragh Veissy,
one of the speakers at last
year's May Day rally, were
brutally executed. This
year’s ceremonies were held
on a smaller scale and in the
form of small gatherings in
the workplaces and various
parts of the town.

According to a report by
the Communist Party of Iran,
despite all the savageries,
from several days before the
first of May, workers were
discussing among themselves
how best to hold May Day;
the battle lines were being
drawn between the workers,
on the one side, and the
employers and the regime, on
the .other, in advance of this
day.

According to the same

report, on the First of May
the city of Sanandaj was half
closed. In the afternoon,
workers held assemblies in a
number of districts and in

various forms. In their
gatherings workers, while
reaffirming the May Day

resolutions of the last three
years, condemned the crimes
of the Islamic Republic
regime and in particular the
vicious execution of Jam
Cheragh Veissy. ‘

In Poshak textile factory,
after their own independent
ceremonies, workers stopped
work and left the factory. In
Shaho factory workers,
having stopped work, were
preparing for the ceremonies
when the regime's armed
forces brought the factory
under siege which resuited
in the arrest of a number of
workers.

Massive wave of
protests hits S Korea

The 3-day strike by 3,000
workers of the Hyundai
shipyard at the end of April,
calling for the release of
arrested union leaders and
activists, was savagely
attacked by 10,000 South
Korean anti-riot police in
military-style dawn raids. In
the ensuing battles, workers
fought the police on the
streets. As many as 300

union activists were
arrested. According to the
Financial = Times, tens of

thousands of workers of
other subsidiaries of the
Hyundai Group stopped work

in protest against the
storming of the yard. With
only a few days to go until
1st of May, a general sirike
was called for May Day.

Contrary to what the
S.Korean government was
hoping, the violent
suppression of the recent
labour protests has failed to
subdue the South Korean
workers' militancy.: In a
massive show of strength,
27,000 workers of the
Hyundai Motor Company have
now gone on strike for a 19
per cent wage rise and
shortening of. the working
week.

1.G.Metal agrees to
35 hour week in 1995

WTNS:

In the last round of talks
between '1.G.Metall and the
engineering employers,
agreement was reached on a
6 per cent wage rise and the
phased reduction of the
working week to 35 hours in
1995.

"~ According to the contract,
the hours will be reduced to
36 from 1 April 1993 and to
35 from 1 October 1995. The
pay rise will be effective
from June 1990. The head of

the Metall wunion, Franz
Steinkuhler, described the
accord as "an impressive

victory without ifs or buts".

Bizhan Behzadi, the
Worker Today correspondent
in West Germany, reports
that in the new contract, the
wage accord will be binding
for one year, and the hours
agreement until 1998. Thus
the working time issue will
be closed until 1998. It has
also been agreed that 18 per
cent of the workers in a
plant may work 40 hours a
week if they agree-to do so.

35 hour week
in 1995 is not
what German
workers had

demanded
to counter

unemployment

The wunion also backed
down on the demands for a
reduction of overtime and a
ban on Saturday working.

The signing of the accord
was preceded by a wave of-
"warning strikes" at the end
of April and early May in
nine car plants.

Bizhan Behzadi also
reports that a number of
simultaneous warning strikes
by the printers which had
crippled a number of
newspapers and large
publishers ended following
the signing of a similar
agreement.

LO-Tidningen, the Swedish
trade union confederation
newspaper, writes that the
workers of two engineering
firms succeeded in Bsigning
agreements on a local level
granting a 35-hour week
earlier than 1995, The 550
workers of Belzer-Dowidat
will start a 35~hour week by
April 1993, and the 300
workers of Reum AG from 1
November 1992.

Wolfgang Kolditz

German union activist talks to Worker Today
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Britain:
NUR rejects
9.3 per cent
offer

The National Union of
Railwaymen rejected a 9.3
per cent pay offer, thereby
increasing the chance of
strike by the Tube workers
this summer. The NUR is
calling for a higher pay rise
and the reduction of the
working week to 35 hours.
According to a report in the
Financial Times, the other
two unions, the Aslef train
drivers and the TSSA white-
collar, have accepted the pay
offer.

They left us no option but to strike

Interview with two Saab-Scania strike activists p.11

Metalworkers
Federation in
solidarity with

EasternAirlines
strikers

WTNS:

The strike by 8,000

Machinists of Eastern Airline
is still continuing. The pilots
and flight attendants ended
their sympathy strike last
November.

According to Intexnational
Labour Reports, the workers
celebrated the anniversary of
their strike on 4 March with
mass pickets and rallies. The
strike is costing the company
$2 million a day.

According to a report in
the Swedish daily Dagens
Nyheter, the International
Metalworkers Federation has
called on its 13 million
members to boycott Eastern
and Continental airlines in
sympathy with the strike.




