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Every time I hear Bush say "New

World Order", it makes me shudder

VYV (59,0

e )

1Y oo, kel Jyl ey

WORKER TODAY

Jerry Tucker is a founder and the national co-
ordinator of New Directions, a rank and file move-
ment within the United Auto Workers (UAW) in
the US. He talked to Ali Javadi, Worker Today co-
worker in the US, about the Gulf war. Since with
the end of the war, most of the issues discussed
in this interview are no longer relevant, here we
publish those parts of the interview which are of

general significance.

What do you think of the so-
called New World Order that
Bush talks about?

I am not at all clear precisely what
George Bush means when he says
a New World Order. All I can tell
you is that every time I hear him
say it, it makes me shudder.

The fact is that George Bush’s
idea of a New World Order should
always cause a working person in
this country or in any other coun-
try to be very concerned. His
entire record and the record of the
Republican administration in this

country, and for that matter of
quite a number of the Democrats
as well, has not been one of sup-
porting the economic and human
rights of working people. A New
World Order in the hands of
George Bush is going to be an
order that not only promotes mul-
ti-national capital, but in fact finds
ways to support the corporatist
agenda of exploiting workers on
the altar of competition. Those
who will suffer as a result of the
New World Order that George
Bush speaks of are not only those

workers in underdeveloped and
undeveloped nations in Third
World countries, but also workers
in countries like the US and Cana-
da and - if George Bush has his
way - in Europe and other devel-
oped nations.

What has been the impact of the
war on the auto workers?

Unfortunately it is a little difficult
to determine the impact of the
Persian Gulf conflict, and differen-
tiate that from a recession that had

already begun in this country. The
recession was in progress before
the actual use of force began in the
Gulf. It is a recession born of the
entire period of the 1980s when
there seemed to be an increase in
the amount of activity on the part
of the corporations and the gov-
ernment to distribute wealth away
from working people, away from
the consuming lower middle class
people. It has been a major by-
product of the domestic policies of
the Reagan-Bush administration
over the last decade or so.
American workers and Ameri-
can citizens and tax- payers had
every right to expect a peace divi-
dend after the cessation of the
four-decade long Cold War.
Workers here should have been
able to feel the benefit of a shift in
the priorities of this government.
And now that the Bush administra-
tion has plunged us into another
conflict in the world, we suddenly
find that politicians, the media and
the corporate community all are
banding together and talking about
the need to use the resources of
this country to support the effort
that George Bush has gotten us
into. Apparently we are not going
to see a peace dividend; and we
have moved into a recession; one
which, I happen to believe and
which I have found on a day-to-

day basis, to be much deeper than
what the government or the estab-
lishment are prepared to admit. It
has definitely affected the lives of
industrial workers, and auto work-
ers particularly.

What demands do you think
workers should press for at pres-
ent, in light of the changes that
are taking place in the world
and also domestically?

The workers in this country need
the economy turned around to
solve things like the housing prob-
lem. US is supposed to be a
wealthy country with great stan-
dards of living, but we have an
increasing number of homeless
people. We have an acute problem
in health care; absolutely obscene
corporate withheld responsibility to
the people in terms of taking care
of the sick. There are so many
things that need to be addressed
here. As people have been saying
in some of the antiwar protests,
we need to wage war on our own
domestic conditions, on poverty,
on homelessness, on the absence
of health care, the joblessness and
these type of conditions. We need
certainly to begin the process of
redistributing the wealth and value
of our nation to the greatest major-
ity of our citizens. O

They are trying to rebuild
an old world order

Kim Moody has been an activist and organiser in
the US labour movement for many years, and
currently works for Labor Notes - a national publi-
cation that goes out to trade union activists. He
talked to Ali Javadi, Worker Today co-worker in
the US, about the Gulf war. Since with the end of
the war, most of the issues discussed in this
interview are no longer relevant, here we publish
those parts of the interview which are of general

significance.

What do you think of the so-
called New World Order that
Bush talks about?

When Bush talks about the New
World Order, what he means is
the fact that the North-South con-
flict, the conflict between basically
the 24 richest countries of the
world and the rest of the world, or
the Third World, has supplanted
the Cold War, i.e. the East-West
conflict.

Not only this war (this war is a
particularly graphic example of
what they have in mind) but prior
to this, the invasion of Panama,
Grenada, the low-intensity conflict
waged against Nicaragua, the war
in El Salvador, and so on, are all
indications that in the view of the
powers in the United States and
many of the other Western powers
and in Japan, to maintain or even
expand their economic dominance,
they have to be willing to create
their notion of order in the Third
World. That of course means some
kind of dominance. I would add to
that - although it seems contradic-
tory - the emergence of three
conflicting economic blocs among
the advanced capitalist countries:
the Asian bloc headed by the Japa-
nese, the North American bloc
headed by the Americans, and the
European Community basically
dominated by the Germans. The
fact that they compete against each
other in maintaining Northern

dominance over the South actually

increases their self-interest. ...
This particular war is a war
about oil, not in the narrow sense
that the oil companies per se want
this, but in the much bigger, and
more frightening sense, that inter-
national capital, multi-national
corporations, see a connection
between their ability to compete
among themselves and at the same
time find a politico-military power
that would maintain the sort of
politico-social order that they need
in these countries. In this sense the
big threat is not Saddam Hussein
per se, but the much broader
threat of Arab nationalism; nation-
alism and revolutionary move-

ments in the Third World in gen-
eral.

What demands do you think
workers should press for at pres-
ent, in light of the changes that
are taking place in the world
and also domestically? How is
the war affecting the working
people?
The war is going to be the excuse
for cutting back further on all
social programmes. You can see
this in the Congressional budget
that they have already had. There
is a huge budget deficit that they
cannot do anything about. And
now along comes this incredibly
expensive war. Even though the
cost of it is somewhat shared by
the other Western powers, it still
stands there as a restraint.

The more the US becomes once

again the policeman of the world
in the interests of all the advanced
capitalist countries, the more diffi-
cult it would be for working peo-
ple to win the very basic social
needs in this country. We have a
health crisis, a housing crisis, the
growth of poverty, the incredible
situation in the inner cities, which
cannot be even addressed without
a severe re-allocation of resources.
The war is just one more thing
that prevents that, by putting mon-
ey into the effort of being the
policeman of the world.
American labour only very
belatedly, and then by and large in
the wrong way, has come to
realise that it does operate now in
the midst of an international econ-
omy; that the isolationist view that
it had in the past as a labour
movement, i.e. that only the inter-
ests of American workers mat-
tered, and which led the AFL-CIO
leadership in particular to support
virtually every military and politi-
cal adventure of the US govern-
ment in the twentieth century, that
kind of a situation is no longer
tenable; that a genuine internation-
alism among workers is absolutely
essential if we are to tame the
power of the multinationals. This
is what is becoming more and
more an issue within labour. The
war is obviously a setback to that,
because it heightens people’s sense
of nationalism and patriotism and
raises all kinds of racist attitudes -
in this case particularly, toward

Arab or Middle Eastern people in
general, but also Third World
people, people of colour. These
are the things that divide the work-
ing class not only in the US, but
also internationally. It is therefore
a setback. But it also brings home
the fact that internationalism has
got to be an important part of the
social programme of labour, and
attention has to be paid to the
interests of the different national
and racial groupings and also
wormien within the US itself.
There has to be a whole new,
broader social view on the part of
labour. I believe there is a trend in
labour that is for this, but it is by
no means the dominant one yet.

When people turn around and
see that this New World Order is
in fact an attempt to rebuild what
was an old world order, namely
the domination of the richest coun-
tries over the population represent-
ing 80 per cent of the people of

the world, I think there will be a
reaction against it, because clearly
there is nothing in this war that is
going to improve the living stan-
dards or anything else of Ameri-
can workers.

How has the war affected the
balance of forces between work-
ers and capital in the United
States?

In the short run I don’t think it has
had that much effect - in the sense
that the unions were already so
completely on the defensive. I
don’t think that has changed very
much. However, the patriotic
appeal to people to restrain their
wage demands, etc, is something
that will unquestionably come up
if this war drags on. Demands will
come from the government, from
the corporations and from all the
employers for the unions to "be-
have" themselves and stand by the
war effort. Of course, this will be
another ideological weapon for
capital. O

In the Persian Section

In addition to the articles in the
English section, the Persian sec-
tion of this issue also includes:

¢ A review of the Iran Oil Indus-
try workers’ protests since the
end of the Iran-lraq war ® May
Day 1990 in Iran ® Four years of
May Day events in lranian
Kurdistan @ Friends of Worker

Today meet in L.A. @ Living
under Islamic brutality in Iran -
letter to the Editor @ Islamic
Republic Labour Law is broken
every day - an article on the new
labour law in Iran ¢ Interview
with Stan Weir on the US labour
movement ® A review of work-
ers’ strikes in Canada, 1990.

News of workers’ struggles are
published in more detail in the
Persian section.
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Engineering workers conference in Britain:

New labour law in Iran
denies workers’ rights

WT News Service:

The following resolution was
passed by the Divisional Confer-
ence of the Amalgamated Engi-
neering Union (AEU), Construc-
tion Section, in October ’90. It
was also unanimously supported
by the Conference in January ’91
of the Scottish Division of AEU.
‘The motion was proposed by Jim
Fleming.

1. This Conference support the
Iranian workers in their struggle to
achieve basic rights. We strongly
condemn the attempts of the Irani-
an Authorities to legislate the
present draft of the LABOUR
LAW. This draft openly violates
the most fundamental rights of the
workers of Iran. O
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Soviet Union:

Miners’ strike spreads

WT News Service:
A wave of strikes has hit virtually
all the coalfields in the Soviet
Union. Up to 300,000 miners,
across 165 pits, are now on strike.
The miners have formed a national
strike committee to coordinate the
action.

According to Financial Times,
the national strike committee has

published a list of demands from
all the coalfields calling for the
conclusion of a new wage agree-
ment for miners and for all other
industries, resignation of President
Gorbachev, and dissolution of the
Congress of People’s Deputies.
The strike has received support

from workers in other sectors.-

Aviation and rail workers have
pledged support, as well as work-

ers from six gold mines in the
north who began a strike demand-
ing 150 per cent wage rise.

The government has refused to
negotiatite, calling on the miners
to end the strike before negotia-
tions may begin.

The present strike is the biggest
labour challenge to the Soviet
government since the miners strike
of summer of 1989. |

Interview with Hasan Uysal:

On the Turkish miners’ strike

@ The strike shook Turk-Ish union leadership
® Women's participation was magnificent

Hasan Uysal is the Secretary
of the Human Rights Associ-
ation in Turkey. He is closely
involved with labour issues
in Turkey and recently took
part in the great miners”
strike in the city of Zongu-
Idak on behalf of the Human
Rights Association. Reza
Shahrestani, Worker Today
correspondent, talked to
Hasan Uysal about the min-
ers’ strike and the develop-
ments in Turkish unions.
Excerpts:

Worker Today: How do you as-
sess the Zonguldak miners’
strike?

Hasan Upysal: 1 think to under-
stand the significance of this
strike, I’d better go back a little
and explain the history of the
union.

Of all the bad unions affiliated
to Turk-Ish [pro-government trade
union confederation], the Zon-
guldak Miners’ Union was the
worst. It would be a mistake to
just say that it was an unsuccessful
and collaborationist union.

I visited Zonguldak about one
and a half months after the Gorizo
explosion [the explosion in Febru-
ary 1990 in which 69 workers
were killed]. I saw the union
there. It was like a Mafia organi-
sation. Where the employer and
the government failed against the
workers, the union would come in
to do the job. In my view, the
union had no connection whatsoev-
er with the workers’ interests, and
worked purely as a Mafia organi-
sation. The workers’ entire rights
had been trampled on and taken
away with the blessing of the
union. Striking was illegal, wages
were unbelievably low, and the
workers worked in severe condi-
tions. When I entered the mine
shafts I witnessed unimaginable
scenes. The shafts could only be
called 19th century shafts. The
workers got no food, and much of
the food they took down the mine
would be devoured by huge rats.
The vorkers were covered in mud,
as they had to splash muddy water
on the coal to prevent it from
giving off coal dust which is carci-
nogenic.

This was the situation from the

12 September - Coup {1980] to
around 1988/89. There I came to

the conclusion-that it would never
be possible to transform this un-
ion. Whoever said anything against
the union or the employer, would
first be severely threatened. And
when this did not work, he or she
would get mysteriously killed in a
"work accident”! In my view the
majority of the industrial accidents
in Zonguldak, especially those in
which one to three workers lost
their lives, were crimes committed
by the union. The victims were
brought to the surface, described
as "industrially injured”, while in
fact they were deliberately killed
underground. A horrifying climate
reigned in the workplace. But then
things got to a point when what
we thought was impossible hap-
pened and transformed the union
leadership from top to bottom. -
In these developments, Shemsi
Denizer, who had been trained in
the public youth organisation of
the Communist Party of Turkey,
got to the leadership of the union.
Even when he was active in the
public organisation (the Progres-
sive Youth Society), Shemsi
Denizer was closely in contact
with the Zonguldak Miners” Un-
ion. He was, in this sense, a very
experienced youth. Presently he
has no connection with this organi-
sation or with the Communist
Party of Turkey, but he has a Left
and progressive background and is
experienced in labour and union
questions. Besides Shemsi
Denizer, several previousmembers
of the DISK union are now in the
leadership of the miners union.

You took part in the miners’
march from Zonguldak to Anka-
ra in early January. Could you
talk about that?

We were in the rallies in the town

of Zonguldak as representatives of
the Human Rights Society. We
were there once or twice a week,
but during the march towards
Ankara, we were there throughout.
- On the first day of the march,
we went towards the highway
leading to Zonguldak, where we
saw an amazing sight: the people
of the area were waiting with food
for the workers who might pass
from that road in five to ten days’
time. They wanted to accompany
the workers to Ankara. This was
not just a show of solidarity. They
were looking forward to the strug-
gle against the government, since
they too were under economic and
social pressure and were looking
for a way to freedom along the
path cleared by the workers.

Shemsi Denizer has accused the
Tu:i-Ish leadership of being as
much responsible for creating
these anti-human conditions as
the Turkish government. What

is your view?

‘This is precisely the case! During
the whole two-month long Zon-
guldak strike, Mr Shokat Ylmaz,
the General Secretary of Turk-Ish,
did not even once go to Zonguldak
to take part in this strike; not even
for half an hour, It is not that he
did not go, he couldn’t go, be-
cause this strike shook the Turk-
Ish leadership. Shemsi Denizer
called that leadership for a Mafia
leadership. He said it is not possi-
ble for the workers of Zonguldak
alone, or a few unions within the
Turk-Ish, to pull down the leader-
ship.

My own view is that even if this
movement cannot bring about a
very radical change inside the
Turk-Ish, it will certainly lead to
important developments in it.

They will never be able to bring
down Shemsi Denizer. He is the
general secretary of a umion. .
But I believe that the present de-
velopments will lead to important
changes in Turk-Ish leadership.
The road has opened for such a
change, for from now on labour
activities will not be restricted to
the mineworkers. The workers in
reality have nothing to lose. They
[the Turk-Ish leaders] have sold
out permanently. So Shemsi
Denizer is right.

After the Coup, when the labour
laws were being changed and the
limited rights existing in the Con-
stitution, and which irritated the
coup d’ etat regime, were being
wiped out, the then First Secretary
of Turk-Ish (Sadek Shileh) became
Labour Minister. This means that
he has put his signature, as Labour
Minister, under all the decisions of
the fascist coup.

Women took a significant part in
this strike. What was their role?

Women don’t work underground.
But many work as typists, clerks,
etc, outside the mine. All of them,
along with the wives of the min-
ers, actively took part in the strike
- 'one hundred per cent. The wom-
en were very well organised and
showed extra-ordinary resistance,
in fact more than the men.

Did the workers win their de-
mands?

No, they could not. In my view,
Shemsi Denizer had no choice.
About 15 Km before the highway,
the workers were met by army
barricades. If they wanted, they
could ultimately somehow . pass
through the barricades. Once in
the highway, no force would be
able to stop them; at least one
million people would enter Anka-
ra. But what were they to do in
Ankara? No body could guess
what would happen in the end. It
could lead to chaos. The miners’
leaders recognised this. Apart
from their own, they had no other
organising force. ... So the union
had no choice but to accept the
appeal by the Labour Minister that
workers return so that negotiations
could begin. The conditions on the
roads had also become very se-
vere. | think they took the right
decision.

For a year now workers have
been protesting against the lead-
ership of Shokat Ylmaz, calling
for his resignation. They have
even passed resolutions to this
effect. What is your view on
this?

Workers have been calling for his
resignation not just for one year,
but for 10 years . ... Before the
Coup, Mr Ylmaz was a parliamen-
tary representative on behalf of the
right-wing Justice Party. He is a
right-wing and pro-capitalist per-
son. Only with help from above
and by the Mafia tactics that I
mentioned has he been able to stay
at that position. In Turk-Ish one
sixth of the members are women,
but in the representatives’ confer-
ence there was only one woman;
and she had managed to take part
thanks to her own personal efforts
and persistence. ]
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IN BRIEF

COLUMBIA

8,000 workers of the govern-
ment-owned Columbian oil
company shut down oil produc-
tion on February 8 in a 24-hour
strike called to protest the mur-
der of a union activist, writes
The Workers’ Advocate, pub-
lished in the US. The murder
was carried out by the govern-_
ment-linked -death squads who'
have murdered thousands of
leftist and trade union activists
in recent years.

ARGENTINA

Argentina’s government has
threatened to sack striking
railway workers unless they lift
a month-long strike. The strik-’
ers, who are calling for a 200
per cent pay rise, said they
would continue the action. The
strike has won wide-spread
public support.

NICARAGUA

Trade unions in Nicaragua are
demanding wage increases of
600 per cent. The demand
comes in the wake of the deval-
uation of the cordoba. The gov-
ernment has agreed to talks and
offered pay rises of 300 per
cent to public employees. The
prices .of some goods are ex-
pected to rise by up to 500 per
cent.

BRITAIN

According to the Confederation
of Shipbuilding and Engineer-
ing Unions, agreements have
been signed which will cut
working hours by two hours or
more at 1,400 plants. The
agreements affect at  least
600,000 workers.

GREECE

Trade unions in Greece have:
signed two-year contracts con-
taining pay levels lower than
the rate of inflation. Real wages
are expected to be down by
about five per cent.

Iran: Two-week o1l strike wins

Government yields to demands after mass strike
throughout the refineries

WT News Service: =

Tens of thousands of oil workers
in Iran have won a major victory
after staging a massive two-week
strike -throughout the refineries
from late December to mid Janu-
ary.

According to a report by the
Communist Party of Iran, the
workers succeeded in winning the
major part of their demands,
which included: a year-end bonus
equivalent to two full months’ pay,
the implementation of an improved
Job Classification Scheme, and a

42 per cent rise in the housing
benefit.

The strike was the first all-out
action in the oil industry since the
great strike wave of 1978/79
which broke the back of the
_Shah’s regime, involving the
workers and employees from all
sections. The Oil Minister and
other government officials inter-
vened directly to try and put an
end to the action. 26 workers were
also arrested during the strike,
who were released after the strike
was won.

This is just the first step

Interview with Yadollah
Khosroshahi about the oil strike

Yadollah Khosroshahi,

prominent leader of the Iranian

oil workers during the 1979 revolution, who now lives
in exile, talked to Worker Today about the recent
strike in the refineries. Excerpts:

Worker Today: How do you as-
sess the recent oil workers’
strike?

Yadollah Khosroshahi: As 1 said
in a previous interview with WT,
the main objective of the Iranian
workers at the present time, partic-
ularly since the end of the [Iran-
Iraq] war, is to reassert their iden-
tity. ... The workers want to stand
up as a class; they want to make
the government accept the fact that
they must be taken into account
and that they exist as a class.

The demands closest to hand are
the benefits that have been wrested
from them over the past number of
years, or those that workers fought
for before the revolution. Howev-
er, the main issue for the workers

Eastern Germany:

Mass rallies against
unemployment

WT News Service:
Eastern Germany is currently
scene. of the biggest demonstra-
tions since unification against
unemployment. According to the
government’s plans, more than
3.65 million workers employed in
state enterprises are to lose their
jobs. The unemployment in the
east of Germany is presently
around 30 per cent. '
Over 100,000 people took to the
streets of Leipzig and Karl-Marx-
Stadt, and a number of other cit-
ies, on 18 March to protest against
the government’s policies - accord-
ing to a report in The Independent.
It was the second of the recently

resumed Monday night rallies in
Leipzig.

Bizhan Behzadi, Worker Today
correspondent in Germany, reports
that the government’s pretexts to
justify the redundancies have be-
come tiresome for the workers.
Statements such as "Privatisation is
proving too costly”, "the eastern
infrastructure is still too undevel-
oped for investment”, "the old
problems are many", etc., can’t
persuade the workers in eastern
Germany to be more patient. They
say: this is not the kind of unity
we wanted or expected. However,
the government bluntly claims that
the crisis in eastern Germany is
going to last longer than expected.

at the first stage is-to force the
government to implicitly recognise
strike, and pay the workers’ wages
for the duration of the strike.
‘When the President orders that
all oil workers and employees be
paid a bonus equivalent to two
months’ wages, even though rise
in the year-end bonus was not one
of the current demands, what
should one call this? I sdy the oil
workers have won back their iden-
tity. This is only the first step.
Demands and grievances always
exist, because exploitation exists.

Except for the period of the
[1979] revolution, we cannot recall
any other time over the years of
struggle by the oil workers when
the entire work force in the oil

TS

Demonstration in Berlin:

‘The king is dead. Long live the king!’

MAHMO

industry, blue collar as well as
white collar, went on strike. In
this first major action under the
Islamic Republic, we saw that all
the employees, from Gas and
Petrochemicals down to Distribu-
tion, Pipelines and Telecommuni-
cations, came out on strike. This
is a great lesson that the workers
have learnt from the revolution.
They gained this invaluable experi-
ence from the general strikes in
the oil industry [in 1978/79]. We
should expect further such steps in
the future; steps which will be
even better planned and thought
out.

What can be done abroad to
support the oil workers?

People should be informed of the
oil workers’ protest and the news

of the strike. Protest telegrams
should be sent through the unions
to Islamic Republic’s embassies;
the intervention by military forces
in the oil industry should be con-
demned.

Pressure should be exerted
through the trade unions on the
International Labour Organisation
(ILO) to bar the Iranian govern-
ment’s delegates from the ILO
Conference, for this government’s
failure to implement the resolu-
tions. of the ILO. :

A delegation team should be
sent to Iran through the ILO to
investigate the condition of the
workers. ... And should more
workers get arrested, the news of
the detentions should be immedi-
ately put out, exposing the anti-
worker nature of the Iranian re-
gime. O
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® We need to wage war on our own

domestic conditions

Jerry Tucker, from the New Directions
movement in the US, in interview with Worker

Today p.10

® Internationalism has to be an important

part of the social programme of labour
Kim Moody, from Labor Notes in the US, in
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® On the Turkish miners’ strike
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