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A law that is broken every day

WORKER TODAY

A brief look at the new Labour Law in Iran

[The following is the abridged
version of the article by Mostafa
Saaber which was published in the
Persian section of the last issue.]

In the last week of December
1990, the highest legislative organ
of the Islamic Republic concluded
its work of revision on the pro-
posed labour legislation - a bill
which had been undergoing
amendments and revisions by
various state organs for the past
nine years. The final approved
version was published on 31 De-
cember.

‘Islam’s préttiest reply’

Welcoming the apprové.l of -the

Labour .Law, Mahjoob, head of

the government-affiliated ‘Worker
House’ organ, said in an interview
on 2 January: ““This law is the
prettiest reply to the question of
what Islam’s views are on labour
laws and worker rights’’. Though
not as crude as the first draft
(1982), which they were forced to
take back, along with the labour
minister himself, after massive
protests by workers, the approved
version of the law is still Islamic,
particularly where it deals with
workers’ rights.

Article 5 of the Labour Law
says: ‘‘People of Iran, from what-
ever tribe and clan [!], have equal
rights. Colour, race, language, and
suchlike, will not confer privi-
lege.”” Religion is not mentioned,
since it is assumed that religion
will “‘confer privilege”’. Religious
discrimination is not limited to the
fact that only a religious individu-
al, and one who believes in the
Velayat-e-Faghih (‘The Rule of the
Clergy’), may run in Islamic
Council elections (state-made or-
gans in the workplaces, sanctioned
by the Labour Law), or to the fact
that the observance of Islamic rites
and ceremonies has been given a
special - status (for instance, the
Pilgrims’ holiday - Article 67). It
also means applying Islamic inqui-
sition: by Article 130, Islamic
Societies may be set up to ‘‘agitate
for and spread Isiamic culture and
defend the achievements of the
Islamic Revolution”’. The fact that
the Labour Law is Islamic auto-
matically implies various kinds of
discrimination - above all against
women.

No strike right, no
organisation right

In all the 203 Articles of the La-
bour Law there is no mention of
the word ‘strike’, let alone accept-
ing the right to strike. Only some-
where there is a cautious mention
of “‘stoppage of work while work-
ers are present’’, after which it has
been added *‘if necessary, and as
long the dispute lasts, the Council
of Ministers may run the work-
shop in whatever way it deems
appropriate and at the employer’s
expense.” (Articles 142 & 143).
This is the same as what the gov-
ernment does today in the face of
strikes: intervention by state or-
gans, clampdown by the security
forces, the sacking and detention
of militant workers, and putting

an end to strikes ‘‘in whatever -

way it deems appropriate’’.

In the Islamic Republic Labour
‘Law, organisation right essentially
means recognition' of the state-
made Islamic Councils and Islamic
_Societies in the name of ‘‘workers’
organisations’’; the same- organs
which in the past few years have
been the main target of revulsion
and protest of the workers. People
who get into the Islamic Councils,
should, according to the Special
Law concerning these Councils,
have in advance been approved by
a number- of state.authorities and
their faith in the ‘Rule.of the
Clergy’ ascertained. According to
the same laws, the- duty of the
Istamic Councils is co-operation
with the management in order to
raise production level, maintain
calm in the workplace and even
co-operate with the security forces
against militant workers.

According to the Labour Law,
workshops employing less than ten
workers may only have a “‘legal
worker representative”. Work-
shops employing between 10 and
35 workers, may have so-called
‘‘trade societies’’, whose statutes
are yet to be written. But Article
138 says that *If necessary, the
Velayat-e-Faghih may have a rep-
resentative in all of the aforemen-
tioned organisations.’” It should be
noted that in Islamic government
the decision of Velayat-e-Faghih is
above everything else.

Denial of all rights

Workers without strike and organi-

sation right are naturally denied of .

any real rights in determining the
conditions of labour and employ-
ment. The Supreme Council of
Labour, the most important organ
which decides on the general and
national conditions of work, is a
body ‘‘headed by the Labour Mi-
nister’’. Its members include: the
Labour Minister, two experts
appointed by the Labour Minister,
three people as employers’ repre-
sentatives, and .three people as
workers’  representatives, but
“‘chosen by the Supreme Centre of
the Islamic Councils”” (Article
167). Workers are not to intervene
in local collective bargaining ei-
ther, since the Islamic Councils
can, by law, conclude such agree-
ments. According to Article 141,
contracts will be valid only after
the Labour Ministry approves that
they ‘‘are not in conflict with the
country’s laws and with govern-
ment policies”. In the case of
arbitration boards, too, the govern-
ment, employers and the Islamic
Councils are represented, with
equal votes, but the workers have
no rights or representatives (Arti-
cles 158 & 160).

The harshest possible
conditions

In the Labour Law, determination
of the basic wage and wage grad-
ing is the prerogative of the Su-
preme Council of Labour and the
Labour Ministry. In other words,
it is the prerogative of the state,
and, of course, of the employers
(Articles 41, 48 and 49).

“The weekly working time has
been specified in the Labour Law

"-as 44 hours. This is to legalize the

taking away of the 40-hour week
norm implemented by the workers’

councils in many factories from
1979 to 1981. Furthermore, the
Labour Law has sanctioned 4-hour
daily over-time. So the actual
work week can go up to 68 hours
(Article 59). On the other hand,
there is no mechanism for the
reduction of the hours or even for
negotiations on them - whether
nationally -or locally.

Article 27 of the Labour Law
says that if the worker “‘fails to

‘carry ofit the assigned duties” or

‘‘breaches the disciplinary codes’’,
the employer is permitted to sack
that worker with ‘‘the accord of
the Istamic Council”’. The ‘as-
signed duties’ are, of course, those
decided by the employer, and the
‘disciplinary code’ is drafted by
the Supreme Council of Labour
and approved by the Labour Min-
istry. Should the worker appeal
against the sacking, his complaint
will be considered by the afore-
mentioned ‘arbitration boards’! All
this means sanctioning the sacking
of workers at the behest of the
employers.

While the Labour Law has
shown such generosity to the em-
ployers in the matter of redundan-
cies and plant shut-downs, the
unemployed workers will be enti-
tled to the meagre and limited
unemployment benefit, only after
meeting the numerous and com-
plex conditions, and only after
“‘the Labour Ministry approves
that the worker is involuntarily
unemployed”’!

The long-winded sections on

\YY. %é)‘ \Y a)‘.‘.; .cr,.) JL‘ AR W

“‘work safety’’ bind the employers
to no serious commitment against
the highly unsafe working condi-
tions which exist in Iran. The
section on ‘‘women’s work’’ is an
open affront to women, wrapped

_up in patriarchal phrases. Article
75 bans women from ‘‘hazardous, -
harsh and injutious occupations’”

and from any other types of work
“suggested by the Supreme Coun-
cil of Labour and approved by the
Labour Minister”’. Neither in the
Labour Law, nor in any other law

Malimo

has a holiday for the care of the
newborn been recognised. The
minimum age for professional
occupation is specified as 15. ...

The multitudes not
covered by the
Labour Law

“The Islamic Republic Labour Law
should be judged not only by the
degree to which it denies rights to
those coveréd by it, but also by
the horrendous situation of those-
vast sections of the werking class
to whom it does not apply. For-" =
eign workers, and specifically the ‘
one to two million Afghan immi--
grant workers, are the primary
victims. ‘‘Article 120: Alien citi-
zens cannot be engaged in employ- -
ment in Iran unless, firstly, they
hold visas with specific work’
permits, and secondly, have re-
ceived work licenses, in accor-
dance with the relevant laws and
statutes.” One of these ‘relevant
statutes’ stipulates that Afghan
-workers are allowed to work only.
in a certain category of jobs: the"
harshest: and most menial; jobs: .
which are not even covéred by any -
laws whatsoever. gt
According to Articles 189 to:
191, workers in the agricultural;
farming, hunting, transport, and
.domestic- work sectors, as well as
those in all the workshops with a
workforce less than ten people,
“‘may, if appropriate, be exempted
temporarily from certain points of
this law”’. In other words, millions
of workers may be subjected to
even more slavish rules in accor-
dance with ‘statutes’ which the
Cabinet may later lay down.

A law that is broken

The Isiamic Republic Labour Law
is the result of a 12-year fight
between workers and the governy
ment of capital. At the same time
it is a law that is breached every
day. It is breached by workers
who go on strike, hold their gener-
al assemblies, and take actions in
defiance of such repressive and
anti-worker laws. The growing
international labour solidarity with
the Iranian workers in their fight
to achieve the most basic labour
rights will be an important boost
to this struggle.

In the Persian Section

In addition to the articles appearing in the
English section, The Persian section of
this issue includes:

e The congress of "islamic Labour
Councils” express gratitude to the Islamic
regime of lran for passing Labour Laws
& Seven years of Islamic Lablur Cluncils,
seven years of bankrupcy (article) @
Tabriz {Iran) Tractor-manufacturing plant
workers: Wages are promisedtogo up, but

the prices have alreadyincreased! {factory
report} ® Shahia Karimi, lranian labour
activist woman, on' the preparation for
may 1st, and the condition of women
workers (interview) ® Germany: Workers
demonstration in Leipzig (article} ®
France: -C.G.T. falls shirt of majority in
Renault {article) ® War in Middle East and
The Iragi Kurdish Movement {analysis) ®
One year of WT publication: Interview
with R.Moquaddam, WT editor.

News of workers struggle around the
world are published in more detail in the
Persian section. -

[OSix months “JOne year
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Workers of pharmaceutical plant in Iran:
We have no use for the Islamic

Council

In. . the.: following "interview, the
workers of Osveh pharmaceutical
factory. describe their conditions-
and . their relation with the fac-
tory’s Islamic Council - the state-
made organs formed in some
workplaces. The interview appear-
ed -in the official weekly Kar-o-
Kargar, published in Tehran.
About 225 workers - 1/3 of them
women - work in this factory.
Excerpts:

A worker from the packaging sec-
tion:

- I have been working in this sec-
tion for the past four years, and
my pay is about 46,000 rials [$33]
a.month. Our main problem now
is housing. I am married and have
three children and live in a rented
flat.

- We are not satisfied ‘with the
insurance scheme, because al-
though they deduct from our
wages every month for insurance,
when we are actually ill no clinic:
would accept us.

In answer to the question what

he thinks of the new Labour Law,
he says: :
- Nothing. Because whatever they
may do we’ll remain the same
low-grade workers with the same
paltry wages. Our problems won’t
be solved this way.

Iran:

Another worker in this section, on
the Islamic Republic Labour Law:
- They have been promising us a
labour law for a long time, but we
have seen nothing yet. ... When
they want to give anything to
workers they say the law doesn’t
require it, but we will still give it
to you! That is, in the absence of
a comprehensive law, giving the
workers.their rights has become an
act of charity and compassion ...

Another worker, in answer to the
question whether they take up
their grievances with the Islamic

Council: ,

- We don’t have much to do with
the - Islamic Council, , because
things have happened that have
made the Council to be ineffective.
Therefore we don’t have relations
with them.

Hossein  Mirabediny, deputy
chairman of the Islamic Council:
- We think there are two reasons
why the workers are avoiding the
Islamic Council. One is their un-
awareness of the job of the Coun-
cils. And the other is that workers
think Councils aren’t capable of

Over one thousand killed in unsafe
working conditions

WT News Service:
In a recent interview (19/2/1991)
with the official Iranian news
agency, the deputy labour minis-
ter, Khajeh Noory, admitted that
between March 1989 and March
1990 workplace accidents caused
the death of 1,007 workers, He
said that the total number of indus-
trial accidents was 2,000, and that
over 50% of these were thus fatal.
The above figures do not tally
even with the government’s own
data published for the past few
years, including those for March
1989 to March 1990, according to
which between 17,000 and 20,000
industrial accidents were reported.
But the government’s admission
that over 50% of the accidents are
fatal goes to show the magnitude
of the industrial slaughter to which
the workers in Iran are subjectedll
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doing anything. But this is not the
case. So far, when workers have
'made rational demands these have
been accepted by the management.

A woman worker, in answer to
the question whether women have
any representatives in the Islamic
Council considering that a large

number of the workers in this fac-
tory are women:
- The Council doesn’t do anything

‘so that we would want to have

representatives in it. In fact it is
the manager who decides and im-
plements whatever he wants to.

F. Toraby-Nejad:
- Of course we take part in the

Islamic Council, but it doesn’t do
much, or at least'] haven’t seen.
The previous Council was dissolv-
ed half-way, and the new one is
not active as such. Women have
no representatives in the Council.
They have been told this is not
possible. —

- The wages and benefits are very
low, and the job classification
scheme has not helped. For exam-
ple, I am paid 50,220 rials [$36] a
month, and exactly 50,000 of that
goes on rent! That is, we are

B working here day and night for

free!

Shojai’ee, from the optical control
section:
- I have been working for eight

. years. The severity of the work is

due to working with the eyes. Our
eyes are getting weaker and weak-
er as a result of the constant work.
We have a 10-minute break once
every hour which helps.

H. Golpayegani:

- Not just me, but the majority of
the workers are dissatisfied wit the
job classification scheme which
has been introduced. By this-
scheme, I am paid 52,000 rials
[$37] a month. But this is very
difficult to live on, considering our
situation and the inflation rate. 1
want those in charge to do someth-
ing to bring down the price of
essential goods. |

From Page 12

Resolution on Labor Conditions
in Iran

Whereas: The regime of Iran does
not recognize the right to strike.

Whereas: The regime of Iran does
not recognize the right to organize
freely.

Whereas: The regime of Iran has
executed hundreds and imprisoned
thousands of labor activists.

Whereas: The regime of Iran has
continuously suppressed the labor
strikes and actions.

Whereas: The regime of Iran has

_imposed a very low living and

working conditions on the Iranian
workers.

Whereas: The regime of Iran has
instituted  discriminatory laws
against women workers.

Whereas: The regime of Iran has
legalized child labor.

Whereas: The regime of Iran has
executed Jamal Cheragh-Vaisy a
utility worker and the union activ-
ist and an organizer of the May
Day rallies in Iranian Kurdistan.

_Whereas: The regime of Iran does.

not recognize the right to collec-
tive bargaining.

Be it resolved: We strongly con-
demn the anti-labor policies of the
regime of Iran.

Be it resolved: We demand the
release of all labor activists in
Iran.

Be it resolved: We demand the
right to strike and form indepen-
dent labor organizations for the
Iranian workers.

Be it resolved: We demand a high-
er standard of living and working
conditions for the Iranian workers.

Be it resolved: We demand that
the regime of Iran be expelled
from the International Labor Orga-
nization (ILO) for its clear and
continuous violation of internation-
ally recognized labor rights.

Be it resolved: We support the
Iranian workers in their struggle to
achieve the labor rights which
would safeguard their dignity and
freedom as a citizen of the society
with the late 20th century stan-
dards established by the working
people around the world. [ ]

From Page 12

Victim of Bush’s New
World Order

the Kurdish leaders. Having
achieved their objectives, the US
and its allies broke with the Iragi
Kurdish leaders, and let the people
of Kurdistan fall victim to the
defeated, wounded, and revenge-
thirsty Iraqi army; an army on
whose rehabilitation US is banking
its hopes for the future of Iraq.
For some years now, getting the
support of the Imperialist Powers
has been on the political agenda of
the Kurdish nationalist leaders.
The nationalist forces have been

busy preparing the grounds for the
present debacle, as early as they
started propagating this idea
among the Kurdish masses that
*without the support of the Great
Powers we cannot win." This was
the justification of their attempt to
establish relations with the US and
other Western Imperialists. And
this is the underlying reason why
the people, who had taken over the
whole Kurdish region in a matter
of few days, put up no resistance.

Never before had such a favour-
able balance of forces existed for
the Kurdish movement vis-a-vis
the Iraqi central government. Nev-
er before had the Kurdish move-
ment taken over such a vast re-
gion. Never before had the Kur-
dish movement in Iraq been mili-

tarily so strong, in terms of sheer
number (hundreds of thousands) or
arms (artillery, tanks, and even
*planes). On the other side, the
Iraqi government and army were
at their nadir. The aftermath of the
Gulf war and the continuing eco-
nomic sanctions, in themselves,
are serious problems for the Iragi
government. On top of these,
several towns, in non-Kurdish
regions, were out of government
control and taken over by the
inhabitants. International public
opinion is strongly against the
Iraqi government, and its army
‘was left butchered by the US and
its allies. What on earth happened
that the Iragi army could retrieve
the Kurdish towns from Kurdish
forces?

One thing and only one thing
explains this: the philosophy of
Kurdish nationalism, namely, that

without Imperialist backing there
can be no success.

In order to leave every thing
with no sign of resistance, even
the neutrality of the US and other
Imperialist powers would suffice.
What really shattered the Kurdish
movement to pieces was the ‘“artil-
lery’® of US and other Imperia-
lists’ neutrality; the artillery whose
destructive capacity the Kurdish
nationalist forces have for years
been busy increasing. It was only
in the midst of the explosions of
this “‘neutrality artillery’’ that the
cruelty -of Iraqi army fire could
retrieve the Kurdish towns.

Kurdish nationalism explains the

present situation as a result of
“‘betrayal.”’ As if the rights of the
oppressed nations were to be re-
stored in Bush’s New World Or-
der. As if the Iragi Opposition
were supposed to enter the Presi-
dent’s Palace to collect the em-
blem of presidency or autonomy,
in the wake of the march of US
army. As if the influence of Iran’s
Islamic regime, through Iraqi
Shiite Hezboallah, were to expand
over a newly-formed Iragi state.
As if, in the heat of US propagan-
da of friendship and non-enmity
towards the Arabs, the 22 Arab
countries could go down to 21 and
half. What monumental illusions!

The Kurdish people of Iraq are
victims of these Kurdish nationalist
illusions.

- o e
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IN BRIEF

Britain

® Engineering unions in Britain
announced the end of the first
stage of their campaign for a
shorter working week. The
general secretary of the Ship-
building and Engineering Un-
ions said that 37-hour week had
been won at virtually all com-
panies where employees had
contributed to a strike fund,
according to a report in the
Financial Times.

# British Coal has announced
the closure of a South Wales pit
with the loss of 600 jobs. More
job losses were also announced
by a number of engineering and
electricity firms.

Yugoslavia

In Yugoslavia’s biggest strike
since the second world war,
more than 700,000 metal, tex-
tile and leather workers stopped
work on 16 April over wages.
The strikers have warned that
they would continue their action
with marches if talks with the
government do not produce
results.

United States

@ 235,000 rail workers in the
US paralysed leading freight
carriers in their first strike in
nearly a decade.

#® Justice for Janitors, the cam-
paign by the Service Employees
International Union to organise
the janitors nationally, won a
big victory after the largest
non-union cleaning contractor
in Los Angeles recognised the
union. According to a report in
Labor Notes, published in the
US, the contract gains include a
22% pay rise.

Brazil

‘Metal workers in Brazil’s main
industrial area began a strike on
15 April to press for pay in-
creases. The strike represents
the first industry-wide action s

since President Collor took
office a year ago.

Soviet Union

Thousands of factory workers
in the Ukraine began an indefi-
nite strike on 16 April in sup-
port of the miners who have
been on strike for over seven
weeks. Leaders of the striking
miners have rejected the
government’s offer to double
their wages over two years and
said that they would continue
the strike.
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Kurdish people in Iraq:

Victim of Bush’s New
World Order =

By Reza Moqaddam

The flight of several million peo-
ple of a nation with their posses-
sions wrapped up in blankets; their
wandering in frozen mountains;
their dying from hunger, disease
and cold - the children and the
aged as the first victims; ascending
rugged mountains with the help of
crutches; carrying your two-year-
old brother or sister - only four
years your junior - with frozen
feet on mountainous roads; eyes
fixed towards the sky, waiting to
receive the army’s surplus food;
getting the lashes of food/blanket
distributors for being too intolerant
of cold and hunger; digging graves
to bury your loved ones; pleading
with Turkish soldiers to let you
cross the borders which the impe-
rialist powers have created among
your people; drowning in the rag-
ing river in trying to run away
from death; death when you stand,
death when you run, death every-
where...

This has become the lot of
Kurdish nation in Bush’s New
World Order. The slaying of hun-
dreds of thousands of Iraqi people
in the Gulf war was not enough to
assert the US as the sole global
super-power. The Kurdish people

also had to be made homeless, and
sacrificed in their thousands, so
that it would become clear what
this New World Order really
means; that the hue and cry over
‘“‘democracy and human rights”
was only a propaganda weapon
against the rival Eastern bloc, and
nothing else.

_ This has become the fate of a
nation whose short-sighted nation-
alist leaders threw her lot with the
US policy and the outcome of the
war in the Middle East, tying her
destiny to the interests of the US
and its Imperialist Alliance. Dur-
ing the course of the war in the
Middle East, having sided with US
and its allies, the Kurdish national-
ist leaders widened the Kurd/Arab
national schism, and sacrificed the
Iraqi Kurdish movement for the
sake of Kurdish nationalism and
Bush’s New World Order.

At the outbreak of the Gulif
crisis, the US and its allies warned
the Kurdish nationalist leaders
against leaving any negotiation
channel with the Iraqi government
open. "Do not bet on a losing
horse!" That was the message to

Continued on Page 11
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Can the Islamic regime of Iran lure

European workers’ unions?

Following protests by trade unions
in Europe against the suppression
of labour activists in Iran, the
Iranian authorities are to send a
twelve-man delegation to meet
trade union officials in Europe.
The move comes specifically after
calls by a number of unions for
the expulsion of the Iranian
government’s delegates from the
ILO - the International Labour
Organisation.

Revealing this news to Worker
Today, a high-ranking union offi-
cial in Europe - who wished to
remain anonymous - said that the
purpose behind the Iranian govern-
ment’s visit was to try and prevent
the protests against it from being

raised at the next annual confer-
ence of the ILO.

The 77th ILO conference last
June in Geneva was also attended
by a delegation from Iran which
included the Labour Minister,
employers’ representatives, and
AlirezaMahjoob (general secretary
of the Islamic Republic’s ‘Worker
House’), at the head of a delega-
tion going under the name of *‘Ira-
nian workers’ representatives”’. In
a later interview, Mahjoob said:
‘““We were planning to prepare the
atmosphere 5o as to stand as candi-
dates to the ILO executive board.
But since we knew that we were
not likely to be elected this year,
we made the necessary propaganda

Utility workers in the US
Solidarity with Iranian

workers

WT News Service:

The Utility Workers Union of
America (UWUA), local #132, has
in a resolution, strongly con-
demned the Iranian government
for its violation of workers’ rights.
The resolution, which was pro-

posed following the initiative of
the activists of the Communist
Party of Iran in the United States,
was passed at the local’s April *91
meeting. Here we publish the full
text of the resolution. Local #132
represents 5,000 workers.

Continued on Page 11

for the coming years." He added
that one of the aims of the delega-
tion was to try to build a Moslem
workers® trade union.

- Following this conference, Mr
Ulrich, an ILO representative,
visited Tehran in mid-August.
According to the official weekly
Kar-o-Kargar (organ . of the
‘Worker House’, published in

Tehran), Mr Ulrich described the

purpose of his visit as ‘‘establish-
ing good relations with the Worker
House and assessing the resources
of this organisation.””

The past year’s protests by
unions in Europe against the exe-
cution of Jamal Cheragh-Vaissy
and the lack of labour rights in

Iran, have undone the work of
‘preparation’ of the government
and of Mr Mahjoob. The Iranian
authorities have reacted by writing
letters, through their Worker
House and embassies, denying the
accusations and inviting trade
unions and other international
bodies to visit Iran. .

Worker Today declares that in
order to show the lack of rights of
Iranian workers and to prove the
execution of labour activists by the
Islamic Republic regime, it is
prepared and will try to send a
delegation made up of well-known
labour activists from Iran, now in
exile, toaccompany any delegation
from the trade unions, to investi-
gate the condition of Iranian work-
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