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Interview with Reza Mogaddam
On the labour movement

in Iran

(final part)

The following is the second, and final, part of an
interview with Reza Mogaddam, editor of Worker
Today. The issues discussed in the first part of
this interview included the general situation and
struggle of the working class in Iran and the role
of government-set up organisations in the work-
places. The interview appeared in Labour Solidari-
ty, the publication of the Iranian-Canadian Labour
Solidarity Committee in Canada.

L.S: The government changed its
economic strategy at the begin-
ning of the Iranian new year
(March 1991)...

R.M: Yes. This new economic
strategy is the strategy of export-
led production. The minister for
heavy industries, Mohammad
Hadi-Nezhad Hosseinian, describes
it in terms of ‘‘industrial invest-
ment to promote an export-led
strategy instead of the old strategy
of import-substitution”’. This eco-
nomic model is essentially based
on cheap labour power. It has
been adopted in a number of
south-east Asian countries - the
Newly Industrialised Countries -
since the late ’60s, scoring well
for the bourgeoisie.

From the beginning of its taking
power, the Islamic Republic gov-
ernment defined its aims as ‘eco-
nomic independence’ and ‘self-
sufficiency’, these being the es-
sence of-its criticism .of the eco-
nomic policies of the Shah’s re-
gime. In line with this economic
strategy, the government put tight
controls on foreign trade, prevent-
ing the entry of goods that it
wished to produce at home. Also,
by thus restricting the operation of
private capitals in the foreign trade
sector, it tried to push them to-
wards production.

This strategy, which requires an
economically powerful state sec-
tor, ended in failure.

The huge cost of the eight-year
war led to an enormous budget
deficit, the government was unable
to supply the spare parts for its
plants, and, overall, production in
factories fell to around 30% of
capacity. During the war many
factories and infrastructural instal-

lations became direct bombing
targets of Iraqi planes, sustaining
serious damages. In addition, the
machinery in those sectors which
escaped these attacks became worn

off and were not replaced. The
number of state employees (not

counting the armied forces) grew
from ! million in 1979 to 3 mil-
lion in 1990. The state employees’
low pay provided the ground for
the rise of corruption and bribery
in the state apparatus. Although
the Islamic regime’s economic
strategy and plans were clear, its
moves in this area were complete-
ly defined by the momentary and
short-term circumstances of its
economic situation and the war.
The state (not the Iranian econo-
my) was economically bankrupt.
On the whole, it lacked the eco-
nomic power necessary to impose
its economic policies on the pri-
vate sector; here it did not have
the last word. Getting the industry
going - 85% of which is state-
owned - needed massive capital
which an economically. bankrupt
and debt-ridden government (debt
to.-the domestic banks) did not
have. During the war the budget
deficit - grew constantly - upto
50%, by the end of the war. It
was chiefly financed by printing
notes, described, by the govern-
ment, as ‘‘making use of the bank-
ing system”’. The head of the cen-
tral bank, Mohammad Hossein
A’deli, said in March this year:
““Since 1977 the GNP, at constant
prices, has dropped by 10%”’. (In
1986 the GNP dropped by 9%
compared to the year before.) In
the past decade the money supply
has grown by 900%, and the pop-
vlation has increased from 40
million to 60 million.

Rafsanjani took over at a time
when the regime’s war machinery
had for eight years swallowed the

state revenues. On the other hand,
the private sector had become so
powerful economically as to defeat
the government at every economic
confrontation. While governments
in Iran have always drawn huge
revenues from oil exports, it was
the first time in Iranian history
that the private sector gained such
an immense economic power that
the country’s economic wheels
would not turn unless the private
sector too was given a role, pro-
portionate to its economic power,
to shape government policy.
Rafsanjani’s policy is but an ex-
pression of the triumph of the
private sector and free market,
now with their spokesman holding
the reins of power. Already
Rafsanjani has won the backing of
the Iranian capitalists (particularly
inside the country). And the world
media, especially in the west, has
come out in his support.

L.S: What will be the effect.of
the government’s economic poli-
cy on the living standard of the
working class in Iran? What
economic prospect is awaiting
the workers?

R.M: Rafsanjani himself promises
an improvement in conditions in
15 years’ time. He has also said:
““We have a tough time ahead, and
don’t have to accompany this
tough period with people’s satis-
faction.”

As its first step, the governm-
ent, by adopting a floating exc-
hange rate, reduced the .value of
Rial by 2,000%. Before the ex-
change rate was floated, the work-
ers’ daily minimum wage was
$14.3, but.now, even counting in
the 67% rise in wages in March
1990, it is around $1.3. With the
devaluation of the currency, the
purchasing power of the working
class has dropped drastically.
Also, with the removal of the
subsidies, many staple foods, such
as dajries, have been eliminated
from the diet of the Iranian
workers. During this time, the
price of milk has gone up by
450%; to buy one litre of milk, a
worker has to pay just over 10%
of his or her minimum daily wage.
As in many other countries, the
result of this economic strategy for
the working class -is economic
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selves the workers’-hardship. The
‘introduction of the economic prog-
ramme should be accompanied by
material welfare for the working
people. Otherwise you will have to
sacrifice the working-class com-
munity for the sake of industry,
which will lead nowhere.
A welder added:
--Our biggest problem is insur-
ance. I don’t know what goes on
-in the heads of the officials of the
Social Security Organisation re-

garding the workers. If I said they
serve the workers, that wouldn’t
be true. If I said they squander, it
wouldn’t be very nice either. But
the fact is that nobody can figure
out what they are doing. Mr
Gharazi [head of the Social Securi-
ty Organisation] believes that
mansions should be built for the
officials of the Social ‘Security
Organisation and that they should
be given fancy cars. All this so as
to keep them happy and encourage
them to work! Do you call this
social security for workers?! I call
it bribery. This means that if
workers die, what does it matter,

Jet them die;-and if their families

are taken ill and have no medicine,
to hell with them.

Respected: Brothers! If workers
did not exist, you would not exist
either to own these fancy palaces
and these fancy cars out of the
windfall.

Another worker on housing:

- rents are skyrocketting, and there
is no authority to stop it or at least
put some control over it. My pay
is around 110,000 rials [$78] a
month, and 70,000 of that goes on
rent. What miracles do I have to
perform to make ends meet with
the remaining 4,000?

The government should do
something - to. narrow this class
gap, not that some get richer and
some - perhaps the great majority
of the people - get poorer and
needier day by day. ]

austerity. According to the gover-
nment’s own statistics, all persons
earning less than $107.15 a month.
are living below the poverty line.
The workers’ official minimum
monthly wage is about $35.7, and
the average monthly wage is
$53.57. With such wages, workers
will have no possibility of repro-
ducing themselves physically or
mentally, and will quickly wear
out. Their average working life
expectancy will be quickly cut
short, and most will be destroyed
before the retirement age. This is
an open butchering of a working
class in the interests of capital.

L.S: How will this policy affect
the labour movement? What
methods will it involve, and how
should workers respond to it?

R.M: The success of the export-
led development model depends on
the competitiveness of the com-
modities produced in Iran, in
terms of price, relative to similar
products in the world market.
Competitiveness depends on the
two factors of advanced technolo-
gy and cheap labour power. So
capital in Iran will compensate for
its technological backwardness by
maintaining labour power at a
cheap price and denying workers
their rights. Thus the government
has left the determination of the
price of commodities to the mar-
ket, but itself decides what the
minimum wage should be. The
worker in Iran does not have the
right to organise and strike, i.e.
the two basic means with which to
defend its interests, and every year
the government announces the
pational minimum wage, in ac-
cordance with the interests of
capitalists. Thus the government
aggressively employs all that is
necessary to ensure that workers
remain without rights. _
You see, the average pay of the

American auto worker is around
13 dollars an hour. The American
auto plants are being transferred to
Mexico because the average pay of
the Mexican auto worker is 8
dollars - not per hour, but - per
day. Now compare this to the
wages of the Iranian worker whose
minimum wage since devaluation
has dropped to $1.3 a day, and the
average pay to less than $1.8.

The Iranian regime intendsto
maintain such a gap between the
workers’ pay in Iran and the rest
of the world so as to entice foreign
capitals into investing in Iran.
Everything depends on the struggle
of the Iranian working class.
Should workers fail to put up
resistance in the face of this unbri-
dled offensive by capital, in the
most optimistic case, a generation
of workers will be déstroyed under
the weight of work and impover-
ishment.
~ To confront this situation, the
Iranian working class must very
rapidly put a number of demands
at the top of its agenda: determina-
tion of the minimum wage accord-
ing to the expenses of a family of
five, indexing of wages to infla-
tion, organisation and strike right,
adequateunemployment benefit for
everyone ready for work.

In addition, the labour move-
ment in Iran should greatly step up
its efforts to win the solidarity of
the labour movement in other
countries, for factories in countries
where workers enjoy higher politi-
cal and social rights are being shut
down, and their workforce thrown
out of their jobs, so that capital
may come to Iran to ferociously
exploit a working class without
rights. Support for the Iranian
working class to win the right to
organisation and strike is at the
same time a defence of the imme-
diate interests of workers in other
parts of the world, particularly in
Europe, the USA and Canada. [Jjj

In the Persian Section

In addition to the articles pub-
lished in the English section,
the Persian section - of this
issue includes:

¢ The struggle for a 35-hour
week in Britain - article e
Interview with Mosa
Pahlavan, activist of - the
German labour movement @

Interview  with  Shapoor
Amiry, labour activist from
Kurdistan, on the labour
movement in Iran ¢ Report
on the situation of workers in
the city of Kermanshah, Iran
¢ On the future profile of
Worker Today - letter to the
editor.

News of workers’ struggles
around the world are pub-
lished in ‘more detail in the
Persian section.
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On current developments

in the Soviet Union
Interview with Suzi Weissman

given - if they had been successful
- perhaps another couple of years
to the regime, before they ran
again into same kind of difficulties
that made them begin the reform
process in the first place.

The problem with the coup -
and this has been analyzed in the
West pretty well - is that it was
ill-thought out, hastily taken, even
though they seem to have had a lot
of practice: they had their first
rehearsal in January i Lithuania.
Apparently - there were a lot of
plans and we were warned of the
coup by Chevernadze when he
resigned, and by Yakovlev. There
were other instances of it as well.
However, they rushed to do it
before the signing of the All-Un-
ion treaty. As other KGB defectors
have said, they did it completely
wrong. First of all you never have
a coup on a Monday, you have it
on a Friday, because everybody is
going away for the weekend and
you have time to consolidate it
over weekend. You act decisively,
you kill your opponents, the army
is stationed throughout. We know
what a ‘good coup’ looks like, and
this was a ‘bad coup’.

[The other factors were:] there
wasn’t the kind of social support
for it, and also I think the people
who carried out the coup were not
butchers; they were not the old
Stalinists; they were affected by
the whole of this process that had
taken place over the last 50 years
in the Soviet Union in which the
people have become more educat-
ed, have evolved in a sense away
from that kind of arbitrary behav-
ior.

It was a political suicide because
what it did is to speed up all of the
things that they were trying to
prevent, which is the disintegration
of the Union into the various re-
publics. I don’t think anyone could
have foretold almost two weeks
ago now, how fast things would
come apart, how fast they would
become unglued.

WT: Do you think that the Soviet
public opinion is reflected by the
people who participated in the
strikes and in demonstrations on
the streets of Moscow and Lenin-
grad?

S.W: I think the answer to that is
yes and no. Most people in the
Soviet Union are not pro-market;
the mood is against the market.
Workers in the Soviet Union are
politically confused; they hate the
past but they don’t see a clear
-alternative for the future. But they
are groping towards that alterna-
tive. If you look at the specific
‘demands that they raise, they are
essentially socialist demands: they
are demanding more political con-
trol over their workplace and their
lives, self-management, the right
to elect and recall managers at
their plants, they are asking for
basic political control. They also
say they want a market and that
they support Yeltsin. These last
ones; which tie into the market
‘demands; are in complete contra-
diction with all of the beginning of
their demands.

I asked somebody who was
recently in the Kuzbass region and
interviewed the workers, if that
was an apparent contradiction. He
said that miners explained that
their support for Yeltsin is not
based on Yeltsin the man or even
Yeltsin the programme, but on the
fact that Yeltsin is the person who
represents the break with the past,
who will give them the political
space to press forward for more
demands. The same thing with the
market: they really don’t have any
experience of the market, are quite
naive about its operation, and
think that they can survive in the
market without high prices and
unemployment and all the rest.
Those are things that they clearly
do not accept. The market be-
comes a word to them that just
represents an alternative that will
give them a space to work.

WT: Will the balance of forces
that we see today persist in the
future? What do you think may
happen in that regard?

S.W: Let me just explain a little
bit about the political trends as we
are seeing now. You know that the
Communist Party is now essential-
ly dissolved, although there are 15
million members-in the Party.

The Communist Party is part of
a one-party state. It is not a politi-
cal party; it is not a Marxist party;
it is like a vast civil service, an
integrating agency for the elite in
the Soviet Union, so that people in
order to advance or even to take
certain jobs, had to join the it.
Beyond that, of course, the Com-
munist Party was active in all of
the enterprises, and that’s one of
the things that Yeltsin tried to do
away with, i.e. the political con-
trol that the Communist Party
members had in the enterprises
themselves. Interestingly enough,
he raised that demand about the
party but said nothing about the
KGB which is the other crucial
institution in Soviet society that
maintains social control and really
polices the whole society.

In the last six years under
Gorbachev a lot of people have
left the party and they have
formed other associations and
other parties. Yeltsin is part of a
group called Democratic Russia.
These represent what in the Soviet
context are called liberals. We
would call their counterparts in the
West far right-wingers. They are
Thatcherite, Reaganite, radical
marketeers, some of whom are
democratic, some of whom are
not. Over the last three years you
saw within this so-called radical
democratic wing discussions and
important literary journals like the
Literary Gazette; discussions on
the firm hand to bring in democra-

‘cy, the Pinochet solution to bring

indemocracy; invitations to econo-
mists in Chile, who were part of
the ‘‘Pinochet miracle’’, to come
and discuss how they can institute
free market policies in the Soviet
Union, while containing the work-
ing class. So these so-called liber-
als, that the Western press holds
on the left, are on the far right.

There is a group in parliament
called Sayuz. These people are
considered in the Soviet Union on
the far right, and I think we would
call them on the farther right as
well. They .are social-patriots,
Great-Russian chauvinists, anti-
semites. The difference that they
have with other forces that were
inside the Communist Party hard-
liners and also in the fascistic
organisations, is that they are
committed to parliamentary institu-
tions. So they are an extreme
nationalist anti-semitic right-wing
within the parliament. This group
is led by a man called Alknis, a
Latvian, who was a key in plan-
ning the coup that took place in
Lithuaniain January. He supported
the coup, the imposition of order;
he was very upset that they didn’t
try to make a constitutional coup,
and withdrew his support.

You also have social-democratic
formations. But most of the spec-
trum goes from the center to the
right, many of whom are commit-
ted to democracy, all of whom are
quite anti-working class.

Yeltsin is a populist. He has the
support of the working class be-
cause he is very clever in his rhet-
oric.

The bureaucracy in the Soviet
Union, the ruling group, the elite,
have always wanted to convert
themselves into an open capitalist
class and not have to remain hid-
den, hiding their special stores and
their monumental privileges. They
wanted to be more like their coun-
terparts in the West.

If you move to the left of there,
you have a very wide spectrum of
the left in Soviet society: you have
the Socialist Party that came out of
the People’s Front and the Federa-
tion of Socialist Clubs. That’s
headed by Boris Kagarlitsky and
Maliutin - both committed Marx-
ists, pro-working class, somewhat
soft on parliamentary issues. They
are somewhat soft on an Allende
kind of regime, but much more
committed to socialism. In this last
year they have moved more to the
left. I would have said earlier they
were more, left-wing social dem-
ocrats; now they are more just
general socialists. They are now
talking about uniting with Anar-
cho-Syndicalists to form a real
labour party in the Soviet Union.
This was as of mid-July, only a
month ago. But so much has hap-
pened in that last month, I don’t
know what will happen. In gener-
al, they are able to gain support
wherever they seek an audience,
but they don’t have enough people
in the party to do what is neces-
sary with the forces that support
them. Whenever they stand in
elections, they win, so that Kaga-
rlitsky is a member of the Moscow
Soviet.

The - Anarcho-Syndicalists are
traditional anarcho-syndicalists;
they believe in the power of the
working class organised into un-
ion. They are very democratic, but
also anarchists. I don’t know how

- much support they have; it is very

difficult to judge. :
The Independent Miners were

much closer to the Socialist Party -

in the beginning during the strikes.
They are very in favour of self-
management. : :

The old Stalinists, I should say,
tried to regain support within the
working class too, and- set up
workers’ collectives that tried to
take over strike committees and
form an independent trade union.
They were soon seen to be abso-
lute shells of the CP members, the
old trade  union bureaucrats, the
teachers of Marxism-Leninism,
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without too many workers. They
had much money at their disposal,
so that they had fancy newspapers,
could call big meetings and make
it look like they were more impor-
tant in society than they were. The
workers were very distrustful. The
workers also formed permanent
strike ‘committees after the big
strikes of 1989. These began to be

co-opted in 1990 and there was a-

long, hard battle by the Commu-
nist Party and by the Gorbachev
regime to prevent these bodies
from becoming true expressions of
the working class. What they did
was they would call the leaders of
the strike committees to Moscow
to enter into negotiations and dis-
cussions and they would keep
them there for a month at the
time, put them up at'a very nice
hotel and try to buy them off.

Another development that’s
taken place in the Communist
Party in the last year, is that a
Marxist Platform was created - the
Marxist platform of the Commu-
nist Party. Interestingly enough,
this attracted a lot of younger
people who joined the Party to
become part of the Marxist Plat-
form whose politics were for
workers’ self-management. So
they were very good people; I
think mistaken, because they be-
longed to a party that is responsi-
ble for the death of millions of
workers in the Soviet Union. They
felt that they should join the Party
because they would have greater
access, through means of com-
munication, to a broader mass of
workers. Some of the leaders of
the Marxist Platform are Andre
Kolganov, and Alexander Buzgalin
- both economists at Moscow State
University. They formed the work-
ing group for self-management,
but the Platform is much wider
than that. I understand from Kaga-
rlitsky that he is able to work with
them on certain issues, as long as
it is outside of the Party.

There certainly are other pro-
worker groups, but none of them
has very much influence."

One of the other developments,
of course, is that Trotskyist groups
have begun to form in the Soviet
Union. Some of them are set up
from the outside, Healey, Spar-
ticists, and Lambert all have their
Trotskyist groups within the Soviet
Union. But there is also an indige-
nous Trotskyist sympathy being
developed in layers of the intelli-
gentsia.

Over the last two years Trotsky
has been published, for example
his biography of Stalin, and The
Falsification of History under
Stalinism, but not the Revolution
Betrayed. There are historians and
younger students and scholars who
have been studying these works,
and who have come out very sym-
pathetic to Trotsky’s position as a
result of reading it.

WT: What will be the impact of
the events in the Soviet Union on
Social Democracy?

SW: This may be controversial. It
certainly is my opinion. I think
with the death of Stalinism we are
going to see the death of Social
Democracy as well. Stalinism and
Social Democracy were two move-
ments that grew out of the defeat
of the Left Opposition and the
defeat of the Revolution. And they
were mirror images of each other.
If you look at the history of the
past 15 years, Social Democracy
has been a failure in Southern Eu-
rope and wherever it has been
tried. All the Social Democrat
leaders have been introducing

austerity and carrying out the job
of radical marketeers.

I think that the end of Stalinism
and of Social Democracy will lead
to a period of confusion and re-
trenchment. But it opens up the
possibility for the re-birth of
Marxism for the first time; the
choices will be much clearer. The
obstacle of Stalinism is gone and
the obstacle of Social Democracy
will wane.

I think the tasks for socialists
are very very large indeed, and
may be we are moving into a very
difficult period. But I am con-
vinced that the conditions, as bad
as they are around the world, will
impel people to move into action,
and the struggles will be very
similar to the struggles that we
have seen this whole century.

WI: What role do you believe
the Soviet workers will play in
the international labour move-
ment?

SW: I hope you don’t think I’m
incredibly naive or optimistic, but
I do believe that the Soviet work-
ers will be the beacon for the
world working class struggle yet
again. I say that because the Soviet
working class is not yet a class for
itself, but it is a very powerful
collectivity.

The conditions that Marx de-
scribed in Capital exist in the
Soviet Union. The factories are
enormous - thousands and -thou-
sands of workers in one factory,
or one enterprise. They have been
kept atomized by the secret police,
but this will now be dissolved or
reformed and will not be able to
play the same role in atomizing the
working class as it did under the
Stalinist period. The Soviet work-
ing class has shown itself, in the
struggles of the last two years, to
be in favour of more political
control for itself and is against
unemployment, austerity, etc. In
other words, it understands its
position and wants to protect its
position. The key absence - I
guess - is so far of a programme,
or an alternative in a socialist
sense as we are used to, but I
think the conditions of moving
towards the market will create
bigger struggles in the period
ahead.

I don’t think we have seen the
last of the East European working
class either. The only way I think
it would be possible for the capi-
talists to be successful would be
through ruthless repression and
large amounts of aid from the
West to flood the stores with
foods, so that they can begin to
introduce the market without the
brutal confrontation in the begin-
ning. That confrontation will oc-
cur. I can’t predict the outcome of
it, but I think that the integration
of the Soviet Union back into the
West is very important in that
regard. This is because the Soviet
working class is a working class
with a tradition of struggle, of
Marxism. Even though this has
been vulgarised by their Stalinist
education, they hold on to many
important traditions. It is not di-
vided as the working class in the
West has been and it can be a
class that can be a very powerful
tool in bringing about .social
change. I do believe that the Sovi-
et working class hold the key to
their being able to introduce the
market. So far, it has acted as.a
bulwark of resistance.

I should at the end add that this
of course will take a long time,
but I am convinced that it will
come about.
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IN BRIEF

Romania

Thousands of Rumanian miners
converged in Bucharest on 25
September to protest against
their deteriorating conditions
and demand the resignation of
the government. Amidst shouts
of “Iliescu, your time has
come”’, they forced their way
into the government building,
where MPs were debating the
emergency. The protests fol-
lowed a series of strikes in the
mining centres and had the
support of workers from vari-
ous sectors.

Holland

In response to calls by the
unions in Holland, a nationwide
strike was staged on 17 Septem-
ber to protest against far-reach-
ing cuts in the welfare system
contained in the 1992 budget.
According to a report in the
Financial Times, tens of thou-
sands of workers in the ports of
Amsterdam and Rotterdam and
at hospitals, universities, post
offices and plants nationwide
stopped work for several hours.
The cuts will primarily hit the
disability benefits scheme.

Turkey

There was a dramatic rise in
the number of strikes in Turkey
in the first six months of 1991,
according to a report in
Gunesh, published in Turkey.
219,869 workers took part in
408 strikes during this period.
The report also notes a big rise
in the number of redundancies.
102,717 workers lost their jobs
during this period.

France

Management of Citroen compa-
ny announced that 1,800 jobs
are soon to go in this company.
Already, 155 workers of one of
the plants have been served
redundancy notices. There were
also large job cuts at Citroen
last year. At the same time the
company has raised production
by 5.2 per cent during the same
period, according to own fig-
ures.

USA: 25 workers
burned alive in
factory inferno

WT News Service:
Twenty five workers were killed
and more than fifty others were
injured when fired swept through
a chicken-processing plant in
Hamlet, North Carolina. The
workers were trapped by locked
and/or blocked emergency doors.
According to The New York
Times, many of the bodies were
found at exits from the plant.
Some bodies were found in a free-
zer where workers had fled to
avoid the fire. The operations
manager of the plant said: ‘‘Cer-
tain doors are locked at certain
times. I can’t tell you which doors
were locked, if any were locked.”
Witnesses said they could hear the
workers inside banging on the
walls of the building and a truck
blocking the door, screaming ‘Let
me out!” A 43-year old worker
who had survived the blaze said

that exit doors were locked to
prevent workers from stealing
chickens.

According to investigators, the
fire started from the main fryer.
Some workers said that they had
previously complained to their
supervisors that they were using
faulty machinery. ‘“We could tell
them that machine wasn’t working
and they’d say, ‘Don’t worry
about it. It’s your imagination.””’

According to the same report,
the maximum penalty for a locked
exit door is $2,500, and the maxi-
mum fine for wilful violations is
$14,000.

On Thursday 5 September, two
days after the disaster, people of
Hamlet held a memorial service.
One of the workers described the
survivors as the living victims and
said that a similar fate could be
awaiting them all. |

Canada:

110,000 public service

workers on

WT News Service:

110,000 public service workers in
Canada began a nationwide strike
on 9 September. The action comes
after the government’s decision to
freeze wages this year and offer
only a 3% increase in each of the
following two years.

According to The Toronto Star,
the strike, called by the Public
Service Alliance of Canada, virtu-
ally halted operations at airports,
public offices, mines, and customs
points. A government spokesman
said that the strike had affected
computer centres, disrupting oper-
ations.

The Public Sector Alliance of
Canada has about 155,000 mem-
bers. Of these, 45,000 are desig-
nated as belonging to ‘‘essential’’
services and cannot strike. Howev-
er, they can take action at their
workplaces.

strike

According to the same report,
the Canadian government has
threatened to use back-to-work
legislation: Daryl Bean, president
of the Public Service Alliance,
said he was ready to face jail
rather than have his union submit
to such orders: “‘I have no respect
for this government, therefore I
have no respect for any legislation
they pass.”

Daryl Bean also said that every
effort will be made to stop work-
ers who try to cross the picket
lines. The union has outlined the
following punishments for the
strike-breakers:

- Posting their names and address-
es so other members will know
who betrayed them;’

- Denial of all participation in the
union, including the right to vote
on any contract offers;

- Expulsion from the union. [

Iran: Tarmac Industry workers denounce
government officials

If workers didn’t exist, you
wouldn’t have all this fortune!

WT News Service:
In a recent interview with the
official weekly Kar-o-Kargar,
published -in Tehran, workers of
Tarmac Industry strongly criticised
the government for the widening
class differences and lack of social
security for workers. About 100
workers, mainly technical, work in
this factory.

On the problem of high prices,
one of the workers said:
- How can workers lead a normal
life with such high prices? I am
amazed that Mr Hashemi Rafsan-

jani [the Islamic Republic’s Presi-
dent] can claim that ‘there isn’t a
problem of high prices in the
country, and saying so is the work
of the opponents’. The President

should know that workers in this.

country are battling just to stay
alive. How can he be unaware that
we have problems with housing,
health care, education, and with
our daily needs? I wish the Presi-
dent and other officials in charge
would not compare workers’ living
conditions with their own; they
should come and see for them-

Continued on page 10

e Soviet workers don’t have any experience of the market; they think
they can survive in it without unemployment and high prices.

On current developments
in the Soviet Union

Interview with Suzi Weissman

Suzi Weissman is a Soviet specialist and a socialist activistin
the US. She is on the editorial boards of the journal Critique -
a journal of Soviet Studies and Socialist Theory - and the
journal Against the Current. She is also the editor of the
programme Portraits of the USSR in radio KPFK in California.
Ali Javadi, Worker Today co-worker in the US, talked to Suzi
Weissman on the current developments in the Soviet Union.
Here we publish excerpts of this interview:

Worker Today: What were the
political objectives of the coup in
the Soviet Union? Was it not a
political suicide? What was the

background and the political
support for it?

Suzi Weissman: In a way it was a

political suicide. Obviously the
objectives in the minds of the
coup-makers failed; they wanted to
put a stop to the chaos that was
running wild in Soviet society.
They did not represent a return
to past completely, although they
did represent, in my mind, a re-
turn probably to the Andropov
period. I think the coup-makers
wanted to go back to a situation
where they could still proceed to
the market, but tightly controlled.
What they would have done is.try
to somewhat revert to the com-
mand economy, while undertaking
market reform. This may have

Continued on page 11

N Sea offshore oil
workers plan new union

WT News Service:

Offshore oil and gas workers are
to set up a new trade union after
existing unions failed to meet their
demands for reforms.

According to a report in the
Financial Times, Ronnie McDon-
‘ald, chairman of the Offshore
Industry Liaison Committee
(OILC), said moves by the unions
in the oil sector did not meet the

workers’ needs.

The OILC, which led the off-
shore workers® strikes last year
over the key issues of safety and
union recognition, is to start re-
cruiting immediately.

According to the same report,
the OILC, set up after the Piper
Alpha oil platform disaster, has
been pressing for a confederation
of unions but the existing unions
rejected the idea. (|

On the labour movement in Iran
Interview with Reza Mogaddam, editor of

Worker Today. p.10




